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COAL. 








WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 

We give below a statement of the coal output and the 
number of wage-earners at the mines of Great Britain 
for the week ended 14th May, together with the figures 
for the previous week :— 

















Week ended Week ended 
7th May. 14th May. 
Districts. wy an er 
age age 
Output. | porners, | Output. i. ol 
Tons. Tons. 

Northumberland ...| 273,700 55,100 | 306,000 55,100 

Durham ... ...| 723,000 | 134,700 | 713,900 | 134,200 

Yorkshire ... ...| 936,300 | 185,400 | 924,200 | 185,500 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales! 442,500 107,000 | 421,700 107,000 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester 584,800 | 128,400 |; 575,000 | 128,500 
Stafford, Worcester, 

Salop and Warwick} 369,200 86,600 | 352,700 86,600 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire...| 928,600 | 196,600 {1,065,500 | 198,000 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* ... ...| 116,700 25,900 112,000 25,900 

Scotland 697,900 110,500 | 688,700 | 110,700 

Total ... . |5,072,700 |1,030,200 {5,159,700 | 1,031,500 

















* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset, 
and Kent. 





TWENTY-FOUR WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal and the number 
of persons employed since the coal stoppage ended are 
given below :— 

















Week ended Production. Persons 
employed. 
1926. Tons. 
December 4th _ 3,226,100 730,100 
December 11th — 4,467,900 886,500 
December 18th 4,878,900 925,400 
December 25th _— 4,651,500 945,400 
1927. 

January Ist 3,884,200 952,400 
January 8th 5,025,300 966,700 
January 15th 5,244,700 978,900 
January 22nd 5,197,800 989,700 
January 29th 5,225,100 996,100 
February 5th 5,267,200 1,000,600 
February 12th 5,360,900 1,006,200 
February 19th 5,365,900 1,010,500 
February 26th 5,371,400 1,012,700 
March 5th ... 5,318,600 1,015,000 
March 12th... 5,276,500 1,014,300 
March 19th... 5,317,600 1,023,600 
March 26th ... 5,184,700 1,024,600 
April 2nd 5,155,600 1,026,200 
April 9th ... 5,294,400 1,028,300 
April 16th .. 4,683,100 1,028,300 
April 23rd ... 3,640,600 1,025,200 
April 30th ... 5,500,100 1,028,700 
May 7th 5,072,700 1,030,200 
May 14th 5,159,700 1,031,500 

















MINERS’ WELFARE FUND. 

The following is a statement of output and royalties 
welfare levy accounts covering the years 1920-25 and 
1926 and part of 1927:— 








Output Levy Account. 











Years. ' men a 
Receipts from Interest. Total. 
Contributions, 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d, 


1920-25 | 5,422,867 2 9 | 430,706 06 10 | 6,853,573 3 
1926 ... | *435,104 14 10 1373 14 8 | 436,478 9 6 


5,857,971 17 7 | 432,079 15 6 | 6,290,051 13 1 


el 




















* Includes £157 9s. 10d. of 1927 contributions: 
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Royalties Welfare 

Levy Account. 

Years. Receipts from Total Credits. 
Royalties 
Welfare Levy. 
£ £ “oo 

1920-25 eee _— 5,853,573 3 7 
1926 172,000 608,478 9 6 
172,000 6,462,051 13 1 











————— 


The ensuing table shows the position of District Funds 


as at 30th April :— 



































Allocations. 
Total 
Fund. , 
aeemans Approved | Payments 
to Date. | to Date. 
(a) Output Levy— £ | £ | £ 
1. Fife and Clackmannan...| 159,404 168,367 131,817 
2. The Lothians ion 79,598 58,572 55,372 
3. Lanarkshire 367,738 335,477 289,168 
4. Ayrshire ... was 82,279 75,817 75,817 
5. Northumberland 254,987 174,167 153,962 
6. Durham ... om 690,862 | 353,737 289,880 
7. Cumberland . _ 37,629 15,790 11,526 
8. Lancashire and Cheshire} 392,561 406,915 136,921 
9. North Wales pal 59,664 §2,494 50,494 
10. South Yorkshire 584,389 538,238 488,205 
11. West Yorkshire ... 290,739 231,192 206,466 
12. Nottinghamshire 269,960 176,298 168,720 
13. Derbyshire 7“ 285,884 324,159 219,706 
14. South Derbyshire 39,240 34,876 22,755 
15. North Staffordshire 122,225 62,850 62,850 
16. Cannock Chase ... ..-| 111,691 87,500 87,500 
17. South Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire 31,577 14,963 14,828 
18. Leicestershire 50,160 23,629 18,901 
19. Warwickshire 99,718 83,827 67,590 
20. Shropshire - 16,189 14,433 11,733 
21. Forest of Dean ... 24,976 19,702 18,928 
22. Somerset... 19,801 12,513 12,066 
23. Bristol ... on 7 5,745 5,802 3,352 
24. South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire ..-| 907,276 874,231 836,132 
25. Kent eae ja 6,493 3,840 3,840 
Total Districts .-/4,990,285 |4,149,390 |3,438,530 . 
Genera! ... _ .|1,298,393 | *935,648 725,589 
Interest 1927 ... 1,374 _- —- 
Total ro ...|6,290,052 15,085,038 |4,164,119 
Less Interest appropriated by 
the Miners’ Welfare Com- 
mittee to Pithead Baths... 1,374 — — 
Net total ..|6,288,678 |5,085,038 (4,164,119 
(b) Royalties Welfare Levy— 
Receipts appropriated to Pit- 
head Baths under Section 
17 (2) of the Mining In- 
dustry Act, 1926 ... ‘ 172,000 — — 
Add Interest as above 1,374 — — 
Total 173,374 — — 
GRAND ToTAL .../|6,462,052 (5,085,038 |4,164,119 

















*This total does not 


mining education, which, 


£269,204 18s. 3d. 


Allocations during April amounted 


include unconfirmed allocations for 


making the total to date £5,085,038. 





at 30th April last, amounted to 


to £366,408, 


MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926. 


UNCOMPOUNDED DRUGS: 
EXEMPTION FROM SECTION 1. 

The Board of Trade, having considered representations 
which have been made to them by persons appearing to 
the Board to have a substantial interest in the matter, 
hereby give notice of their intention to direct, in pursu- 
ance of the powers conferred upon them by Section I, 
Sub-section (3) of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, 
that Section 1 shall not apply to uncompounded drugs 


PROPOSED 


which after importation are packed or otherwise put up 





THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 


in the United Kingdom for sale. The proposed Diree- 
tion will, however, not extend to drugs sold or exposed 
for sale in the original inner receptacles in which they 
were imported or to any article sold or exposed for sale 
under a proprietary name. 

Any communication on the subject of the above pro- 
posed Direction should be addressed within fourteen days 
from the date of this notice to the Secretary, Board of 
Trade, Great George Street, Westminster, London, 
S.W. 1. 








MERCANTILE MARINE. 


GALLANTRY AT SEA: BOARD OF TRADE 
RECOGNITION. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of plate to 
Mr. Wesley Hosking, skipper of the motor fishing boat 
‘‘Snowdrop,’’ of Penzance, in recognition of his services 
to the crew of the motor fishing vessel ‘‘ First,’’ of Pen- 
zance, whom he rescued in the English Channel on 11th 
March. 





—_——-. +e 


ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
SEAMEN. 


Engagements of British and foreign seamen at Mer- 
cantile Marine offices in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, but excluding those engaged at ports in the 
Irish Free State, during the quarter ended 31st March 
last numbered 124,050, as compared with 131,039 and 
122,533 respectively in the December and March 
quarters of 1926, as will be seen from the following 
table : — 





1927 1926. 1926. 











: are Pads 
Particulars. Mar. Quarter. Dec. Quarter. | Mar. Quarter. 
Per Per Per 
No. cent. No. cent. No. cent. 
British, other than 
Asiatics and Africans | 116,536 | 93°9 123,985 | 94°62 | 114,702 | 93°61 
Foreigners, other than | 
Asiatics and Africans 3,421 | 28 3,255 | 2° 3,270 2°67 
Chinese. .. .. 401 | 03 492 | 0°37 377 | 0°31 
Arabs .. ‘a a 1,947 | 1°6 1,593 |} 1°22 {| 1,947 1°59 
Other Asiatics and 
Africans “ 1,745 | 1°4 1,714 | 1°31 | 2,287 1°82 
{ 








It should be noted that the foregoing figures relate to 
engagements and not to individual seamen; if a par- 
ticular seaman were engaged twice during the period he 
would be counted twice in the totals. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 





H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 20th 
January (page 59) regarding the resignation by Major 
G. Fetherston, D.S.O., M.C., of the post of H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Cape Town, the Department of Over- 
seas Trade announces that the vacancy has been filled by 
the appointment of Mr. J. W. Brigden. 

Mr. Brigden acquired legal and commercial experience 
during several years’ residence in Malaya. At the out- 
break of war he was mobilised as a member of the Malay 
States Rifle Volunteers. He served with His Majesty’s 
Forces until 1919, when he was appointed to the Empire 
Division of the Department of Overseas Trade. 

Mr. Brigden will sail for South Africa on 10th June. 

The headquarters of H.M. Trade Commissioner Service 
in South Africa have recently been transferred from 
Johannesburg to Cape Town, and a rearrangement has 
consequently been made in regard to the areas assigned 
to H.M. Trade Commissioners in South Africa. Mr. N. 
Elmslie, in his capacity as H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner in South Africa, with headquarters at Cape Town 
(address: P.O. Box 346, Norwich Union Buildings, St. 
George’s Street), will continue to be generally responsible 
for the work of the Trade Commissioner Service through- 
out the Union of South Africa, the Territory of South- 
West Africa and Southern Rhodesia. He will also deal 
directly with matters relating to the Cape Province 
(except Kimberley), the Orange Free State, the 
Territory of South-West Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 
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The Junior Trade Commissioner (Mr. J. W. Brigden) will 
be stationed at Johannesburg (address: P.O. Box 839, 
Goldfields Buildings, Eloff Street), and will deal directly 
with matters relating to the Transvaal Province, Kim- 
berley and the Natal Province. 

Commercial enquiries relating to South Africa should 
be addressed in accordance with the new arrangements. 





INTERVIEWS WITH COMMERCIAL 
SECRETARY IN POLAND. 

The Department of Overseas Trade announce that 
Mr. R. E. Kimens, H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
Warsaw, will be in attendance at the Department’s 
offices on Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th June. During this 
period he will be pleased to meet representatives of 
United Kingdom firms interested in the export of 
British goods to Poland. 

Applications for interviews with Mr. Kimens should 
be made at once to the Comptroller-General, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1, quoting the reference 7144. Mr. Kimens’ stay 
in the United Kingdom on this occasion is short, and it 
will not be possible for him to visit provincial centres. 





BELGIAN SUGAR OUTPUT. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels has for- 
warded the following details of Belgian sugar output, 
stocks and consumption during April :— 

Output of factories, 30,600 kilogs.; production of 
refineries, 10,696,473 kilogs.; stocks at end of month, 
89,253,761 kilogs.; month’s consumption, 10,726,180 
kilogs. 





AMERICAN FARM EQUIPMENT MANUFAC- 
TURERS. 

The British Consul-General at Chicago has forwarded 
a copy of the Proceedings of the Thirty-Third Annual 
Convention of the National Association of Farm Equip- 
ment Manufacturers, which was held at Chicago in 
October last. 

The Report may be consulted by British firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





MANUAL OF ARGENTINE CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires 
informs the Department of Overseas Trade that a useful 
volume on the Customs tariffs of Argentina has recently 
been published under the title ‘‘ Manual del Arancel de 
Aduanas de la Republica Argentina al 1° de Enero de 
1927 ’’ (Manual of the Customs Tariff of the Argentine 
Republic, Ist January, 1927). 

The volume, which is printed in Spanish and costs 
15 pesos paper, gives each item of the tariff with the 
actual duty leviable worked out by the application of 
the increased percentages on the valuation of the addi- 
tional percentages on the duties authorised by the last 
Customs law. The volume has a preface explaining the 
methods of assessing duties and Customs charges and is 
indexed. 





COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN GUATEMALA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
‘* Journal ’”’ of 20th May, 1926 (page 517), information 
has now been received that the regulations in question 
became effective on 22nd May, 1926. A later Ordinance 
modified the original regulations in connection with the 
importation of samples by providing definitely that no 
Consular invoice need be supplied. A list in triplicate 
of the samples carried must, however, be presented by 
the commercial travéller. 

The form of certificate of identity which should be in 
the possession of the commercial traveller is identical 
with that contained in the International Convention for 
the Simplification of Customs formalities, and may be 
found in the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 15th November, 
1923 (page 516). This certificate must be presented for 
endorsement to the Guatemalan Consular Officer resident 
in the country of issue, but no fee will be levied for such 
endorsement. 





Special Articles. 
DENMARK. 








CALL FOR PUBLIC ECONOMY. 


Denmark is slowly recovering from the painful process 
of deflation, and, in throwing off the incubus of a 
capricious currency, she has been, and still is, confronted 
with serious social and industrial problems which demand 
that the national economic machine shall be continuously 
readjusted and made to function in accordance with the 
changing conditions, writes Mr. H. Kershaw, O.B.E., 
British Commercial Secretary at Copenhagen, in his 
* Report on Denmark. 

The difficulty is, he states, that a falling price level, 
an evitable, though temporary, economic disparity in 
the wage level, diminished public purchasing capacity, 
the usual spasmodic stimulus to certain branches 
of imports and a corresponding check to exports 
(or at least lower export prices), restricted credit, 
and other features accentuate problems of unem- 
ployment, which require urgent attention. And here, 
also, as elsewhere, the authorities have been embarrassed 
by pressing demands on the one hand from labour for a 
larger measure of relief work and for higher taxation of 
substantial fortunes, and, on the other hand, from 
manufacturers for increased industrial protection 
(higher Customs duties), etc., for the purpose of tiding 
them over their troubles. The opinion is growing that 
Denmark has gone almost too far in burdening the 
country with the cost of social services, which is esti- 
mated at no less than 80 kroner per head, contributed 
as to 26 kr. by the State, 35 kr. by the municipalities, 
6 kr. by employers, and 13 kr. by employees. The 
burden of direct and indirect taxes was 121 kr. per head 
in 1924-25, compared with 37 kr. in 1913-14. More. 
over, in the same periods, local rates and taxes have 
risen from 27 kr. to 84 kr. per head. The fact is that 
the rise of the krone has not found a corresponding 
expression in the State Budget, and it is now generally 
recognised that if Danish trade is to maintain its posi- 
tion in the world’s markets State and municipal expendi- 
ture must be substantially reduced. This factor is well 
understood by the present’ Administration, which has 
proposed drastic economies in public expenditure. 

It is not afways wise to run the risk of raising com- 
modity prices by increasing import duties or of reducing 
the incentive to keep manufacture on a high technical 
and competitive level by artificially weakening the 
element of competition. It is reasonable to suppose that 
some such considerations have, up to the present at all 
events, prevented the taking of any drastic steps in this 
direction. The Danish exchange appreciated too 
rapidly, of course; it gained in momentum, and the 
brakes could not well be applied, especially when the 
element of speculation disappeared. After the agricul- 
tural it is the staple industrial interests which have 
naturally suffered most, especially textile and footwear ; 
hence the continuous claim from these two branches for 
some form of co-operation and protection. Such im- 
portant industries are always among the first to suffer, 
since they must, through foreign competitior, always 
work on more or less narrow margins of profit ; thus the 
situation causes great anxiety when wages are relatively 
high, commodity prices falling, and public spending 
curtailed. Nevertheless, the labouring community has 
not. been altogether blind to economic realities, and wage 
adjustments have proceeded and are proceeding without 
much disturbance. . 

The definite placing of the currency on an_inter- 
national gold level will engender a feeling of greater 
optimism, confidence and calm, and as, apart from the 
unfortunate case of the Landmandsbank, the country $ 
finances are in a comparatively sound condition, Den- 
mark may be regarded as a patient out of the hands of 
the doctor and on the way to complete recovery ; in other 
words, deserving of international confidence. Un- 








* Report on the Economic Situation of Denmark to February, 
1927, by Mr. H. Kershaw, 0.B.E., Commercial Secretary, H 
Legation, Copenhagen. Published for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade by H.M. Stationery Office. Price 1s. 6d. net, 1s. 7d. 
post free. 
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doubtedly, one of the most urgent questions for the 
Government is the reduction of taxation, which is rela- 
tively very high. An intensively agricultural and a 
progressively industrial country must provide for its 
31 million inhabitants reasonable facilities for accumu- 
lating national savings to serve as capital for stimulating 
production, which is at present in a lethargic state. 


It may be stated parenthetically, for example, that 


the ‘‘ restaurant tax ’’ of 10 per cent. is unpopular, 
and concerted efforts are being made to secure its 
abolition. It .is interesting to note the incidental 
effects of the British coal stoppage on various branches 
of Danish trade. Anxiety has been felt from time to 
time regarding the dearth of supplies, and much dissatis- 
faction has, of course, been expressed at the exorbitant 
prices which have ruled for Polish and German coal and 
coke. On the other hand, it has led to a mild boom in 
shipping, and freights have been so remunerative as to 
cause a sharp (too sharp) rise in shipping companies’ 
stock and share quotations. The shortage of coal has 
also led to a temporary boom in fuel oils, which have 
been fetching enhanced prices. 


THE DANE AS TRADER. 


The importance of Copenhagen lies in its geographical 
position as a North European entrepédt. For this reason 
the Dane has become an expert trader. Through a long 
and varied experience he has grasped the vital import- 
ance of the twin factors of velocity and volume—.c., a 
rapid and large turnover on a reasonably low margin of 
profit ; hence the existence of a highly efficient free port, 
large assembling works, etc. It follows, therefore, that 
the fewer hampering trading restrictions there are the 
better. In this connection it should be noted that the 
authorities have reduced the ordinary commercial travel- 
ler’s trading licence fee from 400 kr. to 300 kr. for twelve 
months and to 100 kr. for a period of forty-five days. 
An unexpired licence can be transferred by arrangement 
with the competent authorities on payment of 20 kr. 


NEED OF BritisuH Goops. 


Of special importance to Great Britain, states Mr. 
Kershaw, is the fact that there is a widespread educative 
movement throughout Denmark designed to focus public 


attention on the vital necessity for her to increase - 


her comparatively slender imports from Great Britain 
(about 14 per cent.) if she wishes to retain her hold on 
her most lucrative export market. This movement is 
probably unique outside the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, but it will not lead to any significant changes 
ia the balance of trade unless British exporters 
(especially export managers) grasp the elementary truth 
that trade with Denmark (and Scandinavia) differs some- 
what from trade in other parts of the globe. The com- 
forts of life, housing, food, clothing, etc., in Scandinavia 
are on a very high level. The general standard of educa- 
tion is second to that of no other country. There is a 
sturdy independence of thought, both national and 
social, a dogged determination to carry on their domestic 
trade on their own lines and not to be coerced into fol- 
lowing principles (irrespective of their particular worth) 
foreign to their nature. Hence their demands for com- 
paratively high rates of commission, for more assistance 
than is often necessary in larger countries in advertising 
and general propaganda. Failure to grasp this psycho- 
logical factor accounts for the fact that British trade 
in Denmark is but a fraction of what it ought to be. 
Conversely, a sagacious understanding of the national 
characteristics largely explains the success which has 
attended German and American methods. 


BRITAIN’S COMPETITORS. 


Denmark imported 2,082 million krs’. worth of goods, 
te-exported 170 million krs’. worth, and exported 1,789 
million krs’. worth of native produce in 1925. The corre- 
sponding figures for the twelve months of 1926 are: 
1,621 million kr., 111 million kr., and 1,403 million kr. 
While, therefore, the adverse trade balance for the whole 
of 1925 amounted to about 123 million kr., that for 1926 
8 only 107 millfon kr., this significant change, of course, 
being almost solely due to the process of deflation. Of 
the total import in 1925, 28 per cent. came from Ger- 
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many, 16 per cent. from the United States, and 15 per 
cent. from the United Kingdom, while the last-named‘ 
purchased 60 per cent. of the total export of Danish 
produce, Germany 21 per cent., and Sweden and Norway 
together about 8 percent. In 1926 Great Britain’s total: 
imports from Denmark amounted to 857,737,000 kr., as 
compared with 1,087,870,000 kr. in 1925, and her exports 
to Denmark to 185,341,000 kr., as against 306,681,000 
kr.; while Germany’s imports from Denmark in 1926 
amounted to 291,292,000 kr., against 401,641,000 kr. in 
the previous year, and her exports to Denmark totalled 
501,841,000 kr., against 583,131,000 kr. Although 
the previous abnormal competition from Germany has 
partly subsided (particularly as regards heavy goods), 
speculative imports from France have, on the other 
hand, been encouraged by the low French exchange. 
Furthermore, American competition in certain classes of 
manufactured goods has increased. It should, however, 
be explained that of the imports from America at least 
30 per cent. consist of cereals and fodder, about 25 per 
cent. mainly of automobile parts for local assembling, 
but partly also of machinery, and about 17 per cent. of 
fuel oils, lubricating and other oils. Germany is, in fact, 
Great Britain’s principal competitor in manufactured 


goods. 


The following comparisons between 1926 and 1925 
show the most striking reductions in imports:—Un- 
ground corn and pulses from 244 million kr. to 123 mil- 
lion kr. ; fodderstuffs from 221 million kr. to 122 million 
kr.; groceries from 110 million kr. to 96 million kr. ; 
cotton, woollen and jute yarns for spinning from 92 
million kr. to 63 million kr. ; manufactured textiles from 
189 million kr. to 168 million kr.; heavy chemicals from 
136 million kr. to 110 million kr. ; hides and skins from 
38 million kr. to 28 million kr.; fertilisers from 75 
million kr. to 53 million kr.; raw iron and steel group 
from 65 million kr. to 48 million kr. ; rough and finished 
timber from 84 million kr. to 63 million kr.; most of 
which sufficiently reflect the curtailed demand for in- 
dustrial raw materials and the present low productivity 
of the Danish industries. It is interesting to note that 
the value of Russian exports to Denmark during the first 
quarter of the current Russian financial year amounted 
to 4,400,000 roubles, and that of Russian imports from 
Denmark in the same period to only 100,000 roubles. 


STATE FINANCE. 

The closed State accounts for 1925-26 were the first to 
be drawn up on a Budget framed by the late Social- 
Democratic Government, and the first to be based on the 
new system of State accountancy, which requires that 
the establishments must in future severally provide their 
own interest and depreciation charges. In that financial 
year receipts on the current account amounted to 
382,700,000 kr., and expenditure to 381,600,000 kr. 
Capital account receipts were 284,800,000 kr., and ex- 
penditure 290,500,000 kr., the total deficit being 
5,700,000 kr. The capital value of State undertakings 
was entered at about 294 million kr., representing a 
reduction of 100 million kr., owing to a recent revalua- 
tion of State railways and of other values created during 
the war. State economy for the current working year 
(1926-27) is naturally greatly affected by the increase 
from 66 to 99 per cent. in the gold value of the currency. 
Efforts are being made to limit the effects of the changing 
values to the financial year in which those changes occur, 
but much ingenuity will be required, states Mr. Ker- 
shaw, if that principle is to be followed, especially if at 
the same time proposed expensive schemes for unemploy- 
ment relief are to be carried through. 

For this year a preliminary review has forecast a useful 
surplus in Customs receipts, but a less satisfactory 
feature is the anticipated deficit on State railways, the 
receipts of which in 1925-26 fell short of estimates by 
about 29 million kr., and in 1926-27 are not expected to 
yield a much better result. The Budget proposals for 
the financial year 1927-28 show, on current account, 
receipts 341,600,000 kr., and expenditure 340,200,000 
kr. ; revenue on capital account 57,200,000 kr., and ex- 
penditure 57,800,000 kr. As the anticipated surplus of 
about 800,000 kr. will probably not cover supplementary 
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estimates, the Government will presumably prolong the 
‘* Juxury ”’ duties (on silk, artificial silk, etc.). 

The new Budget confidently takes into account advan- 
tages expected to accrue from the falling cost of living 
and consequent decrease in upkeep of the various estab- 
lishments, but this decline is to a great extent counter- 
balanced by reduced revenue, especially from direct taxa- 
tion, Customs receipts and the unpopular restaurant tax, 
which latter is expected to operate on a turnover re- 
duced by about 40 million kr. for the whole country. 
The total decrease in expenditure for the two years 
amounts to about 40 million kr., but this compares un- 
favourably with the fall of from 30 to 40 per cent. in 
commodity prices and the wage level. The total national 
debt is entered in the 1927-28 Budget at 1,110 million kr. 
(of which 643,800,000 kr. internal), as compared with 
1,146 million kr. on Ist April, 1926, the improvement 
being due to the krone’s return to parity and to con- 
version operations. 


SuBSIDIES FOR MANUFACTURERS. 


Considering the present stagnation in trade and in- 
dustry, it is not surprising that the Government have 
failed to devise schemes which ‘would give employment to 
their social-democratic adherents, and at the same time 
satisfy the middle classes, who clamour for reduced taxa- 
tion, and employers, who demand also Customs protec- 
tion and reduction in State and municipal expenditure. 
The late Government has, however, consistently adhered 
to its free trade principles, and, apart from a series of 
‘“temporary ’’ duties on silk goods, artificial silk, 
jewellery, etc. (of which, however, full advantage is 
taken under measures for the restriction of luxuries), is 
opposed to any thoroughgoing protective policy. Dis- 
carding, therefore, the alternative of reduced taxation, 
as premature at this stage in deflation, the Government 
recently made an elaborate proposal for the granting of 
State subsidies, loans and guarantees as an antidote to 
the commercial banks’ credit restrictions, in order to 
enable manufacturers to resume exports and compete 
better on the home market. It was suggested that the 
guarantees (40 million kr.) and loans (37 million kr.) 
could be arranged by an issue of State bonds, as required, 
presumably to a great extent abroad, but that in view 
of the already heavy burden on the Treasury of unem- 
ployment support and expensive social legislation, the 
subsidies, amounting to about 25 million kr., should be 
covered by an extra tax on fortunes exceeding 50,000 kr. 

The 1925-26 Government were defeated over this 
measure, but the balance between the parties appears to 
be so fine that, whichever particular administration holds 
the reins of Government will probably encounter con- 
siderable difficulties in solving these pressing problems 
to the satisfaction of the various interests which hold 
such divergent views. As regards the welfare of the 
growing industrial population, therefore, Denmark has 
all the more reason to look forward to the long-awaited 
benefit from an external trade revival. It is estimated 
that bank capital, owing to failures and writing off dur- 
ing the critical years 1922-25, has been reduced by 
850 million kr., more than half of which sum is accounted 
for by the Landmandsbank alone. A progressive feel- 
ing of confidence is, however, now enabling banks to 
operate under better conditions than have existed for 
some time. The rapid improvement in the currency 
situation, hastened by the improving foreign trade 
balance, relieved the Central Bank of the necessity for 
keeping to the arrangement made with the Government 
for the gradual appreciation of the krone, and the credits 
then arranged constitute a considerable currency reserve 
for stabilisation purposes in the unlikely event of re- 
action. Falling Danish commodity prices immediately 
induced a rise in the gold value of the krone. Returning 
confidence attracted foreign investments, and, notwith- 
standing the withdrawal of large foreign deposits, the 
currency has shown a steady upward movement, guided 
by the Central Bank’s prudent handling of its exchange 
reserve. 

DirFricu_tt CreDit CONDITIONS. 


During the latter half of 1926 the gold value of the 
krone remained practically unchanged near parity. 
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Trade has accordingly benefited from the sounder basis 
for its calculations, but otherwise is depressed by the 
disparity between the gold value of the currency and 
the price and wage levels. The most unsatisfactory 
feature of Danish banking is the difficult credit condi- 
tions. The commercial banks, forced by the policy of 
the Central Bank and necessity to withstand the strain 
of deflation, are obliged to curtail credit operations and 
consequently to limit normal trade and industrial 
activity. Even the Danish State Export Credit scheme 
is of comparatively little value, inasmuch as approved 
exporters, though possessing the State guarantee, are 
generally unable to get accommodation at the banks. 
The Government, therefore, recently made an arrange- 
ment with United States bankers for the discounting of 
these State-guaranteed exporters’ bills, and similar 
private ventures have been started more recently by 
Dutch and American houses, in one instance for the 
placing of long-term loans in first mortgages in the 
farming districts, and, in another, for the development 
of the deferred system of purchase of automobiles and 
other commodities as a stimulus to the greatly reduced 
purchasing capacity of the public. 


THe GoLpD STANDARD. 


Mr. Kershaw, after discussing the position of the lead- 
ing commercial banks, states that the country’s foreign 
capital balance is estimated to have remained practically 
unchanged from the end of 1925 to the close of last year. 
The National Bank’s advances fell from 298,500,000 kr. 
to 258,900,000 kr., the decrease being partly due to a 
reduction in the Landmandsbank’s debt. However, the 
increased gold value of the krone also contributed towards 
this reduction in advances of both National Bank and 
commercial banks, as also in the monetary value of the 
foreign trade balance. The moratorium on the National 
Bank’s obligation to redeem their notes in gold, which 
has been renewed from year to year since 1914, was 
allowed to expire on Ist January,’ 1927, and the Govern- 
ment, in agreement with the Bank, have produced a Bill 
for the restoration of the gold standard as from that 
date. After some hesitation as to the form that it should 
take, and, it is stated, consultation with the Bank of 
England, it was decided to adopt the British principle of 
a gold bar standard, the National Bank, according to 
the Bill, being obliged for three years as from Ist 
January ‘“‘ again to redeem notes by gold (according to 
the decision of the Minister for Trade until 1929) when 
notes are presented in amounts of 28,000 kr. or multiples 
thereof, the redemption being effected, at the Bank’s 
option, in Danish coin, gold bar, or other form of gold, 
valued at 2,480 kr. per kilog. fine gold.’’ 


Import TRADE. 


In the remainder of the section (II) on finance and 
banking in his Report the Commercial Secretary gives 
some details of the working of the Landmandsbank and 
a short review of the stock and share market and insur- 
ance activities. Trade and industry come under 
thorough survey in Section III. In connection with 
hosiery imports, Mr. Kershaw remarks that Great Britain 
usually satisfies the demand for woollen hose and half 
hose, but there has been a decided tendency to divert 
part of the business to Belgian and German makers 
owing to price considerations. With regard to woollens, 
he states that a substantial amount of business is lost to 
British mills through their failure to offer exactly what 
is required in the medium and cheap trades, i.e., heavy 
weights of cloth. Germany, Holland and Czechoslovakia 
are very keen competitors in certain kinds of cotton 
goods which ought to come from Great Britain, a typical 
instance being Germany’s capture of the market for 
Oxford zephyr. Grey cloth and white goods, formerly 
purchased in Lancashire, are now largely imported from 
Holland, while Czechoslovakia is doing remarkably well 
in coloured goods. British carpet manufacturers have 4 
good opportunity of increasing their trade in Wiltons 
and Axminsters.' British bedsteads are in keen demane- 


British coal is rapidly recovering its’ position. British 
fancy leather goods manufacturers could inerenrs oor 
ritis 


trade if their products were cheaper and lighter. 
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footwear is growing in popularity, and British sports 
goods enjoy almost traditional preference, though 
sporting rifles do not compete effectually with the Belgian 
or German machine-made article. The British portion 
of the pottery and glass trade has fallen very low owing 
to Continental competition, and the same may be said 
of fertilisers. British makers of electrical goods, how- 
ever, are making some amount of progress in face of keen 
prices. British motor car manufacturers have hitherto 
failed to realise the strength of foreign competition, but 
motor cycle makers have continued to improve their posi- 
tion at the expense of American makes. 


NaTuRAL Resources, TRANSPORT, LABOUR: 


Agriculture, which is to Denmark what minerals are 
to Great Britain, is the principal source of the country’s 
wealth. The value of agricultural exports, chiefly dairy 
produce, is usually about 80 per cent. of that of the total, 
which in prosperous times is estimated to bring in about 
1,200 million kr., states the Commercial Secretary in the 
introduction to Section IV of his Report, which deals 
with farming, bacon and livestock, fisheries, etc. One- 
third of the population is employed in this industry. 
Between 20 and 30 per cent. of farming produce is con- 
sumed in the country, while the greater part of the 
remainder finds a market in Great Britain. 

Shipping and shipbuilding form the chief subjects 
of Section V (Transport and Communications), but rail- 
ways and aviation are also touched upon. 

Unemployment is the most pressing problem of the 
day, states Mr. Kershaw in Section VI (Labour and 
Social Development), and its percentage was higher even 
than in 1921, previously regarded as the worst year. 


ICELAND AND THE FAROE ISLANDS. 


The final chapter of Mr. Kershaw’s Report is devoted 
to an account of conditions in Iceland and the Farée 
Islands. In the former, after considerable prosperity 
in 1924-25, some disappointment is felt at the less favour- 
able conditions in 1926. In the latter much attention 
has recently been paid to the split cod industry, and 
State assistance to exporters has been proposed to enable 
them to find new markets. 


A number of Appendices to the Report provide 


statistics regarding foreign trade, banking, etc. 


—— 


SWITZERLAND. 


A DISAPPOINTING YEAR. 

A general survey of the economic situation of this busy 
and, on the whole, prosperous country, shows that the 
optimistic prospects for the future which were so general 
in 1925, were not fulfilled in 1926, writes Mr. R. A. C. 
Sperling, C.B., C.M.G., British Minister at Berne, in 
the introduction to his *Report on the Economic and 
Financial Conditions in Switzerland. 

The past year was not favourable to Swiss trade either 
in its foreign or its domestic aspects, and the Customs 
returns and unemployment figures are witnesses of 
the sluggishness of Swiss industry in general and the 
export industries in particular. The number of 
imemnployed was greater in each month than was the 
casé for the corresponding month in 1925. The home 
market was inundated with competitive goods from 
neighbouring countries with a low exchange. In many 
cases Swiss manufacturers were forced to reduce their 
sale prices in order to retain their markets abroad, and 
4number of Swiss products could therefore be bought 
cheaper abroad than in Switzerland itself. Complaints 
were heard on all sides regarding the insufficient margin 
of profit, and many employers declared that it would be 
hore profitable for them to close their works were it not 
that they were reluctant to dismiss their workpeople. 
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The principal causes for this economic crisis are to be 
found in the persistent high cost of production consequent 
upon the high standard of living of the Swiss workman, 
the strict application of the eight-hours working day, 
and the “‘ valuta ’’ competition. These adverse factors, 
which have existed for a number of years, were being 
successfully combated and a marked improvement in the 
economic situation of the country had taken place—as 
already stated—in 1925, which, unfortunately, and 
contrary to all expectations, was doomed to be short- 
lived. Among the principal unfavourable events which 
took place last year one may mention the heavy fall in 
Latin exchanges which took place in the spring, the 
prolonged British coal stoppage, which curtailed the 
purchasing power of Switzerland’s best customer, the 
serious crisis in Swiss agriculture, which had the effect 
of diminishing the purchasing capacity of the agri- 
cultural classes, and finally, the entry into force, in 
1925, of the new British and German Customs tariffs, 
the effect of the high duties of which only really became 
apparent in the course of 1926. 

It is hoped, however, that the improvement begun in 
1925 is only suffering from a temporary eclipse, and that 
Switzerland’s economic prosperity will resume its 
advance as soon as there is a stabilisation in the exchange 
of her neighbours. In this connection, it is the opinion 
in industrial and financial circles that by partici- 
pating in various loans for the stabilisation or 
consolidation of the currency of certain foreign countries, 
Switzerland has merely served her own interests. 

The Swiss Stock Exchange has in no way reflected the 
gravity of the economic situation in 1926. For many 
years there has not been such a persistent firmness in 
industrials. Money has been very easy, and it is on the 
Swiss market that it could be obtained at the most 
favourable conditions. 


‘* TRADE Points ’’ For BritisH EXPoRTeERs. 


The remarks in previous Reports concerning openings 
for British goods still hold good. It may not be out of 
place to point out again here that many of these goods 
are already well known in Switzerland and their quality 
duly appreciated, but, although there is room for more, 
competition is likely to be keen, success depending chiefly 
on the quotation of competitive prices and the suitability 
of the articles for local consumption. All goods need 
considerable pushing, but success is not beyond the reach 
of enterprising British firms, provided every effort is 
made to meet the requirements of Swiss buyers. If 
good business is to be done the following “‘ trade points,”’ 
also mentioned in a previous Report, are worth 
remembering :— 

(a) Adaptation to local requirements and taste is essential. 

(b) Through quotations, either f.o.r. duty paid or c,i.f. 
and in Swiss francs, should always ‘be given, if 
possible. 

(c) Terms of credit should be granted according to local 
custom. 

(d) Correspondence with Swiss firms should be conducted 
either exclusively in French, or, better still, in 
French for the French-speaking part of Switzerland, 
and in German for the German-speaking part. 

(e) Catalogues and trade literature, to the point and not 
too voluminous, should be in French or in German, 
if possible, and give measures, weights, etc., in the 
metric system. 

(f) Switzerland should be worked by agents resident in 
the country itself. There may be one or more 
agents, if it is desired to appoint separate represen- 
tatives for German, French and Italian Switzerland. 
The Italian-speaking part is not very important and 
may well be worked together with German 
Switzerland. 

(g) Travellers with a fluent knowledge of French, 
German, or both, and an ample supply of literature 
and samples, should be sent out regularly, but 
firms should not make a practice of selling direct 
to local buyers if they already have an agent in the 
country. British commercial travellers are very 
seldom seen in Switzerland. 

(h) The desirability of advertising should not be over- 
looked. 
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STATE FINANCE. 


The Federal Budget for 1927 shows an anticipated 
deficit of 13-99 million francs, as against 24-2 million 
frs. in 1926. The improvement in the new Budget is 
due exclusively to increased revenue, as expenditure is 
actually larger than in 1926. Revenue in 1927 is placed 
at 329-48 million frs., and will be derived chiefly from 
Customs receipts (212-5 million frs.) stamp duty and 
coupon tax (35-8 million frs.), revenue on _ capital 
(24-2 million frs.), tobacco duties (18 million frs.), and 
the Federal war tax (16-0 million frs.). Expenditure is 
given as 343-47 million frs., and, in addition to 112-7 
million frs. set aside for the service of the debt, is dis- 
tributed mainly as follows:—Military Department, 
84-9 million frs.; establishment of fund for social insur- 
ance, 30-9 million frs. ; Customs service, 18-8 million frs. ; 
furtherance of agriculture, 12-4 million frs.; Federal 
Railway electrification subsidy (fourth instalment), 
10 million frs. ; Office of Works, 9-9 million frs.; Justice 
and Police, 8°2 million frs.; Education, 7-5 million frs. ; 
and promotion of arts and crafts, 7-4 million frs. 

At the end of 1925 the Federal debt amounted to 
2,255-1 million frs., and its redemption was commenced 
in 1926 by setting aside one-half of the Federal war tax 
(extended) for 1926—placed at 90 million frs.— avail- 
able for the purpose, the other half being assigned to a 
special sinking fund for debt redemption. A sum of 
25 million frs., in addition to 24 million frs., represent- 
ing a saving on interests, has been earmarked for 1927. 
The Federal State account for 1925 balanced with a 
deficit of 9 million frs., and that for 1926 is expected to 
show a net loss of about 12 million frs. 

The Cantonal Governments appear to be making con- 
siderable headway on the road to financial equilibrium. 
At the end of 1925 sixteen Cantons balanced their 
accounts with a surplus and nine with a deficit, as 
eompared with eleven and fourteen, respectively, in 
1923. The figures for 1926 should show a further 
improvement. 


Tue Money MARKET. 


The dominant feature of the money market in 1926 
was its great liquidity, and developments on the short- 
term as well as on the long-term market, which showed 
a certain similarity, were influenced more by _inter- 
national than by national factors. 

The easy conditions which had prevailed on the short- 
term market in 1925, continued in 1926. They were 
even further accentuated during the first half of the year 
by the abundance of capital (partly Swiss) which sought 
refuge in Switzerland from the effects of the rapid de- 
preciation of the French and Italian currencies; this 
capital was invested mostly at sight or at very short term. 
The private rate of discount fell from 2°44 per cent. in 
January to 218 per cent. in March, and subsequently 
remained around 2°35 per cent. until August. The 
sudden recovery, at the end of the summer, of the Latin 
currencies put an end to the flight of capital from these 
countries, and even caused a reversal of the movement 
and the partial repatriation of this capital. Moreover, 
at about that time foreign issues hecame increasingly 
numerous, and succeeded each other at close intervals 


until they had reached a total of from 250 million to- 


300 million frs. at the end of the year, while, owing to 
the lack of suitable local investment. possibilities, Swiss 
capital was displaying a growing interest in various other 
international operations, partly at short term. Under 
the influence of these altered conditions and, later, of 
the impending usual] settlements at the end of the year, 
the market tightened and private rates rose in December 
to the level of the official rate of 34 percent. After this 
temporary tension conditions became easier in January, 
1927, and at the beginning of February private rates had 
slackened to 24 per cent., there being signs of a return 
tu the earlier easy conditions. 

The repercussion on the long-term market of the de- 
velopments on the short-term one was evidenced by the 
downward trend of rates of interest. The capitalisation 
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basis decreased by + to 4 per cent., and the return on 
gilt-edged securities, which amounted to about 5 per cent. 
in 1925, fell to 44 per cent., and even lower in July. 
Banks were able to revert to the 4# and even 44 per cent. 
type of stock, as against the previous 5 per cent. type, 
while the Cantonal Governments could cover their 
requirements at 4? per cent. instead of 5 per cent. ; the 
current rate for municipal loans was 5 per cent., and 
industrial and commercial securities were issued at 54 and 
5 per cent., viz., 4 to 1 per cent. less than a year ago. 
Here, then, writes Mr. Sperling, were unmistakable 
proofs of the liquidity prevailing on the capital market, 
yet, notwithstanding these favourable rates, the home 
demand for new capital remained surprisingly low; this 
feature, together with the large extent to which the Swiss 
market was put to contribution by foreign loans, domi- 
nated the whole situation. Public bodies, as a result of 
an improvement in their finances, have been able to 
reduce their requirements from year to year; their 
issues, which totalled nearly 500 million frs. in 1925, 
fell to 180 million frs. or so last year, and of this amount 
about 9 million frs. were actually fresh issues, the re- 
mainder representing conversions. Industrial and com- 
mercial borrowings receded considerably in 1926, and 
bore testimony to the economic difficulties which still 
beset Swiss production ; approximately 60 per cent. of 
these issues were for conversions. Several undertakings 
were even able, instead of calling for more capital, to pay 
back some of their. previous loans. The banking and 
insurance compartment was the only one to show greater 
activity than in 1925, and loans were floated simul- 
taneously with issues of shares. The foreign issues, 
which totalled 2797 million frs., as against 41 million 
frs. in 1925, were not made up exclusively of Swiss 
capital, and are thought to have locked up a fair pro- 
portion of the foreign capital which had found its way 
to Switzerland at the time of depreciation of the Latin 
currencies and was thus returning to its country of 
origin. Some of these loans were of International im- 
portance, as their object was the stabilisation of various 
currencies and the economic reconstruction of neighbour- 
ing countries. 

These issues, which do not appear to have put any 
undue strain on the Swiss market, thus proved doubly 
beneficial to Switzerland, since they not only provided 
remunerative investment possibilities for the capital 
which was laying unutilised through the lack of local 
demand, but also tended to restore international 
economic conditions to a more normal plane and enable 
Swiss manufacturers to re-enter the world’s market with- 
out the handicap of foreign currency competition. This 
large exodus of capital has, however, again brought up 
the subject of exports of capital, and questions were 
asked in Parliament at the end of 1926. The Federal 
Council was able to prove that recent exports had been 
in no way excessive, and had only provided an outlet for 
a normal supply of capital which represented the yearly 
savings of the country available for investment, and had 
not been absorbed by the unusually small local demand ; 
these savings are placed at 600 million to 700 million frs., 
out of a total national income of about 6,000 million frs., 
made up of 4,500 million frs. yielded by national pro- 
duction and 1,500 million frs. accruing of the national 
wealth of the country. The revenue of these investments 
abroad—which had hardly influenced the tenure of the 
Swiss exchange—contributes in a large measure to reduce 
or even wipe out the unfavourable trade balance of 


Switzerland. 


The demand for capital is not expected to be great in 
1927, and no doubt prevails as to the ability of the 
market to meet it without difficulty. 


Presenting a table which shows the issue of securities 
and shares during 1926 to have totalled 720°95 million 
frs., as against 704°9 million frs. in the previous year, 
Mr. Sperling then briefly reviews the mortgage market, 
in which easier conditions seemed to prevail, the Stock 
Exchange, which experienced great activity and remark- 
able firmness, foreign exchanges, in relation to whic 
the Swiss franc displayed great stability, and the banks. 
Gold, he states, was in circulation throughout 1926; it 18 
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not known in what proportion, but the hoarding tendency 
of a part of the public tended to prevent it from circu- 
lating freely. Clearing House returns increased about 
433 million frs. over 1925 to 13,6179 million frs. last 
year. Swiss capital appears to have been invested in 
1926 chiefly in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Jugo-Slavia, Sweden, Albania and Persia, in con- 
nection with the textile, motor and artificial silk indus- 
tries, Insurance, banking, railway engineering, electric 
supply and forestry. 


FOREIGN TRADE. 


The total imports, exclusive of specie, for 1926, 
amounted in weight to 6,929,748 metric tons, as against 
6,707,086 tons in 1925 and 6,617,011 in 1924, and in 
value to 2,415 millionfrs.,as compared with 2,633 million 
frs. in 1925 and 2,504 million frs. in 1924. Exports 
attained 835,747 metric tons, as against 803,569 tons in 
1925 and 812,032 in 1924, and amounted in value to 
1,836 million frs., as against 2,039 million frs. and 
2,070 million frs. respectively. Imports exceeded ex- 
ports by 6,094,001 metric tons, and by 578 million frs. 
against 594 million frs. in 1925 and 434 million frs. in 
1924, 1.e., by 72°9 per cent. and 31°5 per cent. respec- 
tively. 

The decrease in value of Swiss imports was due partly 
to a more normal importation of gold bullion, imports of 
which fell from the unusually high figure of 138 million 
frs. to 51°4 million frs. (from Great Britain, 37°8 million 
frs.; Holland, 10-6 million frs., and Germany 1-6 million 
frs.), partly to a fall in the price of commodities and 
partly to a decrease in imports of certain raw materials 
(e.g. cotton, silk, copper, coal, etc.) consequent upon 
trade depression and shorter working hours inanumberof 
Swiss industries. The unfavourable development of Swiss 
foreign trade, which was noticeable during the last few 
months of 1925 and continued steadily throughout 1926, 
showed a slight improvement during the last quarter of 
the year, and especially so in December. Whereas the 
first nine months of the year showed a decrease both in 
respect of the value and weight of Swiss exports, the 
totals for the entire twelve months register a_ slight 
increase in weight at 835,747 metric tons as against 
803,569 tons, though in value the 1926 exports were 
considerably behind the previous year’s figures at 
1,836 million frs. as against 2,039 million frs. 


The decrease in the value of imports and exports can 
be attributed to a great extent to a general drop in 
prices. In this connection the cheap ‘‘ valuta ’’ imports 
from France—which continues to rank first as Switzer- 
land’s chief purveyor, with 495-5 million frs. as against 
498-7 million frs. have tended to keep the figures low. 
Imports from Great Britain sank from 277-5 million frs. 
to 148-0 million frs., and those from Germany from 
471-1 million frs. to 465-1 million frs. The following 
table shows the value of trade from 1913 to 1926. It 
will be seen that the 1926 figures have decreased con- 
siderably as compared with both 1924 and 1925 :— 


— 





| Adverse 

Total | Trade Balance 

Trade. | as percentage of 
_ Total Imports. 


, 
Year. | Imports. | Exports. 





| Million francs. | Per cent. 
1913. ...| 1,920 {| 1,376 3,296 | 28-4 
1919, ...| 3,533 | 3,298 | 6,831 6°6 
1920... «| 4,243 | 3,277 | 7,520 | 22:8 
1921... =} 62,206 | «2,140 | 4,436 | 23:2 
1922. i. ...| 1,914 | 1.762 | 3,676 11:8 
1923, | 2,243 | 1,760 | 4,003 | 23-5 
1924... .. 2,604 | 2,070 | 4,574 17:3 
1925... ...| 2,633 | 2,039 | 4,672 22°6 
1926... =.) 2415 | 1,836 | 4,251 23-9 














_ The Minister follows the above table with details of 
imports, showing the increases and decreases as compared 
with 1925, and gives further tables of exports in 1926, 
1925 and 1913. There has been, he states, a consider- 
able change in the direction of their trade, for whereas 
in 1913 Great Britain, Germany, France and _ Italy 
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absorbed 56 per cent. of Swiss exports, in 1926 their 
share amounted to 45 per cent. From 1921 to 1924 
Great Britain remained, with slight variations, 
Switzerland’s best customer; in 1925 “exports to that 
country took a sharp upward curve as a result of the 
forced exports which took place in June of that year 
(in order to avoid the new British duties on laces and 
silks which came into force on Ist July and the re-imposed 
McKenna duties on watches) amounting to some 
55 million frs. The decrease in 1926 stands out all the 
more sharply, and _ is_ responsible, together with 
Germany’s falling off, for the deficit in Swiss foreign 
trade. Nevertheless, Great Britain remains Switzer- 
land’s best buyer, although her share of Swiss trade has 
dropped from 20-6 per cent. (1925) to 16-3 per cent. 
(1926). It must be borne in mind, however, that there 
is an increasing tendency for Swiss goods bound for 
British Dominions and Colonies to be shipped to their 
destination direct, and not, as formerly, via London. 
Trade between Switzerland and the British Empire is 
steadily gaining in volume; exports to Australia have 
increased from 35-6 million frs. in 1925 to44-6 million frs. 
in 1926, those to New Zealand from 5-5 million frs. to 6-2 
million frs., those to Canada from 37-2 million frs. te 
46-4 million frs., and those to British India from 31-0 
million frs. to 37-8 million frs. 

Swiss exports to other countries, the control of trade 
(the corn and alcohol monopolies), trade fairs, the British 
Chamber of Commerce for Switzerland, co-operative 
societies and business failures are all dealt with by 
Mr. Sperling. He then gives a section of his Report to 
Industry and Production, covering the _ cotton, 
embroidery, ready-made clothing, linen, Basle silk 
ribbon, the silk, silk dyeing, artificial silk, wool, knitted 
goods and hosiery, footwear, machinery, watchmaking, 
electrical, paper, chemical and dyestuff, chocolate, 
condensed milk and the hotel industries. 

Commercial treaties, transport and communications 
(railways, roads, aviation, postal services, shipping, etc.), 
natural resources (agriculture, mining, water power) 
and social questions (cost of living, labour conditions, 
etc.) form other subjects of Mr. Sperling’s Report which 
concludes with appendices relating to Switzerland’s 
foreign trade. 


— 
— 


COAL, IRON, AND STEEL. 








PRODUCTION AND WHOLESALE PRICES FN 
CERTAIN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 


In the tables which follow, particulars are shown of 
the average monthly production in 1925 and 1926 of coal, 
pig-iron, and crude steel in certain European countries 
and in the United States, together with the production, 
so far as available, in each month from March, 1926, 
The corresponding figures of production in the United 
Kingdom are added for purposes of comparison. The 
quantities produced are given in thousands of English 
tons (2,240 lbs.) in each case. 

In the notes following the tables, reference is made to 
the fluctuations in price of a few representative kinds of 
coal, iron, and steel during recent months : — 


Propvuction or Coat. THousanps or Tons (2,240 LBs.) 











Saar Ger- United 
Month. France. District. Belgium many.* U.S.A. Kingdom 
1925. Monthly average 38,857 1,965 1,897 | 10,874 43,2904 | 29,265 
1926. Monthiy average 4,216 1,122 2,076 | 11,919 49,352 ' 10,463 
1926. March .. 4,400 1,247 2,009 11,241 49,042 23,856 
April ° 4,060 1,055 1,952 0,024 43,121 21,577 
May - 8,804 1,038 1,817 10,507 42,065 | 
June oc 4,275 1,077 2,067 11,567 45,472 
July - 4,228 1,172 2,098 12,864 46,338 | 
August .. 4,211 1,117 2,084 12,672 48,730 17,656} 
September 4,231 1,108 2.189 12.669 51,268 
October 4,401 1,150 2,237 13,300 66,488 
November 4,420 1,107 | 2.273 | 13,279 659,971 | 
mber 4,480 1,212 | 2,338 | 183,554 58,218 19,549 
1927. January 4,458 | 1,173 | 2,308 | 13,141 | 56.646 21,569 
February 4,288 | 1,192 2,215 | 12,538 | 52,461 | 21,091 
rch .. | 4,649 1,268 nea 13,821 59,147 | 23,607 





* Excluding lignite. +t Coal stoppage. 
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PRODUCTION OF PIG-IRON AND CRUDE STEEL. 
THOUSANDS OF Tons (2,240 LBs.). 


























| Luxem- | Ger- United 
Month. py | Belgium burg. wend many. U.S.A. Kingdom. 
1925. Pig-iron. 
Monthiyaverage 694°7 | 208°4 | 193°8 | 39°5 , 827°2 | 8,033°6 | 521°8 
e | | j 
Monthivaverage 770°2 | 278°7 | 205°9 | 48°4 | 790°7 |3,255°9 | 208°5 
1 - | j j 

March . 760°0 | 276°7| 2093 | 44°6 | 705°1 |3,442°0 568°5 
April | 755°5 | 283°8 | 193°5 | 42°7/| 657°5 | 3,450°1 6580°1 
y 770°O | 2048 191°8 46°71 | 724°4 | 3,481°4 88°8 
June 765°4 | 200°0/ 2079 | 44:5 7085 132353 418 
July .. 778°8 | 301°7| 2079 | 44°7| 755°6 | 3.2233 17°9 
August 800°4 | 3133 | 2062 | 45°3 | 836°5 | 3,200°5 18°6 
September 772°5 | 3079) 211°5 | 42°38 865°9 13,1863 125 
October 802° $14°5 | 219°3 | 48°38 | 920°2 |3.3341 131 
November 7770 | 304°5 | 212°9 | 48°0 | 967°5 | 3,236°7 12°7 
December 8141 | 323°3 | 228°6 | 40°2 |1,047°7 |8,091°1,  98°0 
January ..| 792°0| 811°3| 224°0 | 45°3 |1,042°8 | 3,103°8| 4846 
February -+ 704°8 | 287°9 | 2044 | 43°8 | 95174 | 2,940°7| 571°1 
t |1,068°4 | 3,483°4! 671°8 


March .. -»- 7881 309°3 226°1 
| Crude Steel (ingots and castings.)* 























1925. 
Monthlyaverage 608°0 | 197°7| 171°1 1464  988°1 | 8,678°4 | 615°6 
Monthiyaverage 687°6 | 276°6 | 184°0 |182°8 1,011°9 | 3,928°6 | 296°7 

1926. 

. ee 7189] 2764} 192°6 l194°1 | 9345 4,488"4 | 784°1 

April . .| 6743 | 282°4| 177°6 /184°7  854°6 | 4,123°9| 661°0 
ee _ 6564 | 280°2 | 167°0-|148°7  886"1 | 3,945°3 | 45°7 
June .. | 682°6 | 3063 | 1873 /140°4 961°6 |3,750°7)  384°5 
July .. | 7066 | 805°7 | 188°5 136°4 1,008°0 | 3,651°1| 82-1 
st 6931 | $128) 181°8 |146°6 1,128°0 4.0046  62°1 
September 694°8 | 3075 | 186°1 |186°8 1,125°8 | 3,980°7!  95°7 
ctober 729°8 | 311°7 | 192°1 126°9 | 1,155°4 | 4,092°5 | 942 
November 702°6 | 304°4 | 191°0 |117°1 | 1,236°8 | 3,722°1| 97°65 
December 729°2 | $224 | 205°3 /124°1 | 1,282°2 /3,482°1 | 819°8 
January -- 662°6 | 307°6 | 192°2 |134°8 | 1,287°4 | 8,806°9| 730°7 
February 617°9 | 292°1 | 181°2 128°9 1,213°3 | 3,831°4| 826°8 
1,392°3 | 4,559°4 949°6 


March .. ~» 692°6 | 3096 | 199°7 |135°8 





* For the United States the figures relate to the production of ingots only; 
the average monthly production of steel castings during 1926 was approximately 
104,000 tons. 

t Not yet received. 


From the available information as to furnaces in blast 
it appears that the average output of pig-iron in March 
per furnace was 3,910 tons in the United Kingdom, 
5,420 tons in France, 5,620 tons in Belgium, 5,650 tons 
in Luxemburg, 9,580 tons in Germany, and 15,830 tons 
in the United States. 


FraNncE.—The March output of coal in France was 
4,649,000 tons compared with 4,400,000 tons in March 
of last year, the number of working days being the same 
in both months. The production of pig-iron in March 
registered an increase of 3-7 per cent. over the total for 
March, 1926, although there were only 145 furnaces 
active at the end of the later month against 147 a year 
earlier. The March output of 692,600 tons of steel fell 
short of last year’s March output by 21,300 tons, but was 
about 5,000 tons in advance of the 1926 average. The 
pithead price of ‘‘ tout venant ’’ (through and through) 
coal 30/35 gras, averaged 124 frs. per metric ton in 
March against 129 frs. in February. Pig-iron P.L. No. 3 
(Longwy) was reduced on Ist April from 510 frs. to 
900 frs. per metric ton, and continued at the latter figure 
into May. Other iron and steel prices also maintained 
a steady level during April, when quotations per metric 
ton were as follow:—Ingots, 490-510 frs. ; blooms, 510- 
530 frs.; billets, 530-550 frs.; joists, 570-590 frs. ; thick 
sheets, 800-850 frs.; and medium sheets, 900-950 frs. 

BeLtcium.—The amount of coal extracted from 
Belgian mines in March (2,438,000 tons) was about 
339,000 tons more than in March of last year, the out- 
put per working day exceeding that for any month 
(excepting November) since January, 1926. The daily 
rate of pig-iron production in March was 9,980 tons, 
compared with 10,280 tons in February and 8,930 tons 
m March, 1926. The aggregate steel output in March 
exceeded‘that for the same month of last year by 12 per 
cent., the 1926 figure being affected bv the strike in the 
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iron and steel industry. The March quotation of 
215-50 frs. per metric ton for “‘ tout venant’’ (through 
and through) coal, 35 per cent. industrial, was the same 
as in January and February. Foundry pig-iron No. 3, 
which had been fetching 700 frs. per metric ton in 
February and March, was reduced in the second week 
of April to 660 frs., the export price (f.o.b. Antwerp) 
showing a reduction of about 5s. to £3 9s. per metric 
ton. Other export quotations at the end of March and 
April were respectively £4 4s. and £4 2s. 6d. for blooms, 
£4 12s. 6d. and £4 7s. 6d. for billets, £4 18s. 6d. and 
£4 11s. 6d. for sheet bars, £5 and £4 14s. 6d. for joists, 
and £6 2s. 6d. and £5 18s. 6d. for plates of 5 m.m. 
thickness and over. 

GeRMANY.—The March output of coal in Germany was 
13,821,000 tons against 11,241,000 tons in March, 1926. 
The daily rate of pig-iron production registered an 
increase of 1-5 per cent. over that for February, although 
there was one furnace less in blast at the end of the 
month than at the beginning. The output of steel in 
March (1,392,300 tons) was higher than for any of the 
preceding 14 months, and exceeded the 1926 average by 
over 37 per cent. The March quotation of 14:87 R.mks. 
per metric ton for Fettforderkohle (through and 
through coal) showed no change from the previous 
month’s quotation. The association prices for foundry 
pig-iron No. 3 (Rhenish Westphalian works) and for 
iron bars and iron joists (Oberhausen) were maintained 
during March and April at 86 R.mks., 134 R.mks., and 
131 R.mks. per metric ton respectively. Medium sheets 
(Siegen) rose from 152-50 R.mks. per metric ton on 2nd 
March to 153-20 R.mks. on the 30th, while thin sheets 
(Siegen) were quoted at 164-30 R.mks. on both dates. 

Unitep States.—The total output of bituminous coal 
and anthracite in March (59,147,000 tons) was 
10,105,000 tons higher than the output in March, 1926. 
Compared with the figures for February the bituminous 
output per working day showed an increase of 0-7 per 
cent., while the daily rate for anthracite was down by 
9-2 per cent. The daily production of pig-iron in March 
was 112,366 tons, against 105,024 tons in February, and 
111,032 tons in March, 1926. At the end of March, 223 
furnaces were in blast, a net increase of 6 over the num- 
ber in blast a month earlier. The output of steel in 
March reached 4,559,400 tons, this total being higher 
than that recorded for March, 1926, by some 71,000 
tons, the number of working days being equal in both 
months. The average price of bituminous coal (at 
mines), compiled by the ‘‘ Coal Age,’’ rose from 2 dols. 
7 cts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. on 28th March to 2 dols. 
15 cts. on 11th April, but fell in the following week to 
2 dols. 11 cts. Pittsburg gas coal, run of mine, was 
quoted on 18th April at 2 dols. 30 cts. per net ton 
against 2 dols. 15 cts. on 28th March, the corresponding 
quotations for Pittsburg steam, run of mine, coal being 
2 dols. 25 cts. and 2 dols. 5 cts. per net ton. The “ Iron 
Age’’ composite price of pig-iron, based on the average 
for basic and foundry irons, stood at 19 dols. 4 cts. per 
English ton on 15th March, rose to 19 dols. 1e cts. on 
the 29th, and again to 19 dols. 21 cts. early in April, 
remaining at that level throughout the rest of the month. 
Foundry pig-iron No. 2, Philadelphia, was steady at 
21 dols. 76 cts. per English ton during February, March 
and April. Bessemer billets, Pittsburg, which were 
quoted at 34 dols. per English ton during March, came 
down by 1 dol. on 12th April, while open-hearth sheet 
bars, Pittsburg, were maintained at 34 dols. per English 
ton. Iron bars, Philadelphia, were priced at 2-12 cts. 
per lb. during March and April, while beams, Pitts: 
burg, which had stood at 1-90 cts. per lb. since the end 
of January, were reduced by 10 cts. on 26th April. 
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Notes on Trade. 


BRITISH ENGINEERING PLANT FOR 
OVERSEAS. 

The British Engineers’ Association have been in- 
formed by the manufacturers concerned that an up-to- 
date mechanical loading, handling and storage plant for 
dealing with the huge deposits of phosphate of lime on 
the islands of Nauru and Ocean Island, in the South 
Pacific, is being installed to the order of the British 
Phosphate Commissioners. In spite of the keenest Con- 
tinental competition, large orders are reported for beam 
dyeing and bleaching plants from the United States and 
South America. The receipt is reported of a contract 
from India for an aerial ropeway in three sections, 
having a length of ten miles, for the transport of the 
exports and imports of the Anamelli Tea Planters’ Asso- 
ciation. The ropeway is to be driven by a hydro-electric 
plant, the order for which has also been placed in the 
United Kingdom. 

Among satisfactory overseas contracts received of late 
may be mentioned those for the valve equipment re- 
quired in connection with the Waikaremoana hydro- 
electric power scheme for the Government of New 
Zealand. The same company are responsible for build- 
ing the turbines. The Nippon Electric Power Com- 
pany’s developments at Komaki on the Sho River, 
Japan, entailed the placing of contracts for the equip- 
ment for controlling the water supply to four turbines 
with an aggregate development of 126,000 horse-power, 
and these were also secured. Notification has been re- 
ceived from New South Wales of the acceptance of 
a British tender for six motor-driven high-pressure boiler 
feed pump sets, each absorbing about 250 horse-power. 





AUSTRALIAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The High Commissioner for Australia in London 
reports that between 29th April and 9th May the follow- 
ing quantities of Australian produce were shipped per 
s.s. “‘ City of Rangoon,’’ s.s. ‘‘ Telamon,”’’ s.s. ‘‘ Como- 
rin,’ s.s. ‘* Cornwall,’’ s.s. ‘‘ Moreton Bay,’’ ss. 
‘“Arendokerk,’’ s.s. ‘‘ Themistocles,’’ and s:s. 
“ Orama ’’ to various United Kingdom ports:—Beef, 
crops, 4,534; beef, hinds, 2,135; beef, lbs., 203,500: 
mutton, carcases, 2,573; mutton, legs, 47; lamb, car- 
cases, 5,021; calves’ livers, bags, 20; canned meats, 
cases, 1,086 ; meat extracts, cases, 25; tallow, casks, 940: 
tallow, pipes, 138; butter, boxes, 25,677; apples, cases, 
173,009; apples, trays, 65; pears, cases, 567; pears, 
three-quarter cases, 62; pears, half-cases, 2,281; pears, 
trays, 4,941; lexias, lbs., 518,072; sultanas, Ibs., 
4,344,148; currants, lbs., 371,852; wool, greasy, bales, 
5,308; wool, scoured, bales, 2,718; sheepskins, number, 
123,771; oleostearine, casks, 24; dried milk, cases, 55; 
cheese, crates, 1,502; flour, centals, 65,323; and wheat, 
centals, 140,883. 





SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


_ The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa 
in London has been advised by cable from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week 
ended 14th May the following quantities of South 
African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
ports: —-Wool, scoured, baies, 591; wool, grease, bales, 
4.463; mohair, bales, 448; hides, wet, bales, 750: hides, 
dry, bales, 954; sheepskins, bales, 763 ; goatskins, bales, 
112; wattlebark, tons, 1,220; wattle extract, Ilbs., 
1,400,154 ; buchu, bales, 17 ; tobacco, bales, 202 ; tobacco, 
case, 1. The following boxes of fruit were also 
shipped :—Grapes, 8,385; pears, 337; apples, 14; pines, 
1,349; Avocado pears, 27; oranges, 5,177; grape fruit, 
964 - naartjes, 49; raisins, 5,520; sultanas, 3,936; and 
dried apricots, 2,716. 





INDIAN TRADE, WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in, London reports 
the receipt of the balance of trade figures for India for 
April as follows, in lakhs of rupees:—Imports of mer- 
chandise on private account, 2,173; exports, including 
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re-exports of merchandise on private account, 2,592; net 
imports of goid, 137; net imports of silver, 257; net 
imports of currency notes, 1; total visible balance of 
trade, + 38; net balance on remittance of funds, + 21. 

The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Calcutta, reports as follows to the High Commissioner 
for India in London on the season and crops during the 
weeks ended on the dates stated : — 

Rainfall.—Calcutta, 23rd May. Rainfall has been 
nearly general in Lower Burma on four days and in 
Central Burma on one day. Elsewhere falls of rain 
have been local or few. 

Monsoon.—There has been a temporary advance of 
the monsoon, which has been active in the south of the 
Bay of Bengal on three days. 

Crops.—Assam, 23rd May. The weather generally 
has been seasonable. Crop prospects are fair. Bengal, 
18th May. There has been light and scattered rainfall. 
More rain is needed for sowings of jute and paddy. The 
condition of standing crops generally is fair. Punjab, 
16th May.—Rainfall has been slight in parts. Slight 
damage has been done by pests. Bihar and Orissa, 
16th May. Generally light to moderate rainfall has 
benefited standing crops and agricultural operations. 
More rain is needed. Madras, 14th May. Rainfall 
has been fair in parts. The outturn of paddy is poor 
to fair in parts but generally fair. 





TRADE OF WEST INDIES WITH CANADA. 


According to the West Indies Committee Circular im- 
ports into the British West Indies from Canada have 
increased in value from 801,613 dollars in 1900 to 
14,250,877 dols. in 1926, and exports from the British 
West Indies to Canada from 1,673,163 to 13,525,565 
dols. 





FINNISH TRADE IN MARCH QUARTER. 


The Finnish Consulate-General in London _ reports 
that during the first three months of the current year 
imports and exports amounted to £6,274,021 and 
£3,772,619 as compared with £4,884,248 and 
£3,146,591 respectively in the first quarter of 1926. 





POLISH SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The following statistics* concerning the Polish sugar 
industry have been forwarded from the Polish Legation 
in London :— 




















M October, 1926~ October, 1925- 

OVORREES. April, 1927. April, 1926. 

Metric tons. Metric tons. 
Stocks {lst October) 17,668 347 
Production a 497,928 522,799 
515,596 523,146 
Consumption 172,645 147,939 
Export 198,433 222,541 
371,078 370,480 
Stocks (Ist May) ... 144,518 152,666 











* Basic white crystals. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 





EXHIBITION OF SCHOOL EQUIPMENT AT 
TORONTO. 

With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 
12th May (page 522) the Department of Overseas Trade 
has now received copies of the form of application for 
space, together with a booklet giving further particulars 
of the Exhibition and copies of the plan showing the 
position and price of the stands. These particulars are 
obtainable on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, London, 
S.W. 1. 

AVIATION EXHIBITION AT BUCHAREST. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
an Exhibition of Aeroplanes and Aeronautical Appli- 
ances is to take place at Bucharest on 23rd June under 
the auspices of the Aeronautical Propaganda Associa- 
tion. 

The Roumanian Minister of War has extended an 
invitation to British aeroplane manufacturers to partici- 
pate. The exhibits will iniclude models, blue prints, 
diagrams, drawings, sections of parts, etc. 

Exhibits must be received by the Roumanian Ministry 
of War by 10th June. 








COMMERCIAL FAIR AT NANTES. 


According to information received in the Department 
of Overseas Trade the Commercial Fair held at Nantes 
from 7th to 18th April proved a success. 

Firms to the number of 650 participated in the Fair, 
and it is understood that many applications for space 
had to be refused owing to lack of accommodation. It 
is intended to hold the Fair next year on a more impos- 
ing scale, when it will commence on the first Thursday 
in April and remain open for twelve days. 

Several British firms were represented, and it is stated 
that satisfactory results were obtained. All the articles 
of the various industries of the region were on view, 
agricultural machinery, industrial machinery and appli- 
ances being represented on an important scale. Over 
30,000 people visited the Fair, with the result that 
financially it was a success. 

UTRECHT INDUSTRIES FAIR. 

According to a report received in the Department of 
Overseas Trade the 16th Dutch Industries Fair at 
Utrecht has proved successful from a business point of 
view. Not only was the number of exhibitors larger than 
at previous spring fairs of late years, but the nature and 
quality of the exhibits were much better. Great interest 
was shown in the building materials and roadbuilding 
section and the electro-technical section, which, as such, 
participated in the Fair for the first time. The furni- 
ture and textile sections also aroused much interest. 

The number of exhibitors amounted to 978 as against 
933 at the last spring Fair, many applications for space 
having to be refused. Exhibitors to the number of 352, 
from fourteen countries other than Holland, partici- 
pated, of whom fifty-eight were British. 

The autumn Fair, which will also be international, 
will be held from 6th to 16th September. 








INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL EXHI- 
BITION AT COPENHAGEN. 

With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 10th 
February (Special Exhibitions section, page x), the 
Department of Overseas Trade is informed that the 
Internationa! Aeronautical Exhibition at Copenhagen 
has been postponed until 20th August, remaining open 
until 2nd September. 





NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL FAIR, 
ROTTERDAM. 
The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
a Netherlands Industrial Fair will be held at Rotterdam 
during the months of May, June, July and August, 
1928. 





EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued 





The Board of Directors of the Exhibition have 
accepted the offer made by the Municipality of Rotter- 
dam for the use of a site on the outskirts of the town 
for the exhibition buildings. These are to consist of 
seven large halls. 

Exhibits may be sent in by Dutch industries and by 
representatives of foreign industries established in 


Holland. 
The Exhibition will comprise the following fifteen 
sections :— 
1. Metal Industry and Shipbuilding. 
2. Foodstuffs, etc. 
3. Clothing and Shoe Industry. 
4. Arts and Crafts. 
5. Colonial Exhibits (East and West Indies). 
6. Textile Industry. 
7. Housing, etc. 
8. House Furnishing. 
9. Motor Car and Aeroplane Industry. 
10. Electricity and its Application. 
11. Modern Administration and Office Supplies. 
12. Historical Industry Section. 
13. State, Provincial and Municipal Exhibits. 
14. Exhibits of the Peace Work of the Red Cross, Safety 
Museum, First Aid, Industrial Hygiene, etc. 
15. Trade Organisations, etc., of Employers and 
Employees. 

Copies of the booklet, in English, giving fuller par- 
ticulars of the Exhibition, can be obtained from the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, London, 8.W. 1. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


*THE ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, W. 14, July 18th-23rd. Apply to 
The Advertising Association, Bush House, Aldwych, 
London, W.C. 2. 

EDINBURGH EmPprIiRE EXHIBITION— 

Waverley Market, Princes Street, July 27th-August 6th. 
Apply to Mr. W. J. Stoddart, Director, 19, Waverley 
arket, Edinburgh. 

INTERNATIONAL BAKERS’ AND CONFECTIONERS’ EXHIBITION 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N., Septem- 
ber 35rd-9th. Apply to Trades Markets and Exhibitions, 
Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 

SHIPPING, ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, W. 14, September 8th-24th. Apply 
to F. W. Bridges and Sons, Ltd., Avenue Chambers, 4, 
Vernon Place, Southampton Row, W.C. 1. 

NORTHERN Tosacco TRADE ExHIBITION— 

Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool, September 12th-17th. 
Apply to Secretary, Northern Tobacco Exhibition, 59, 
Edgware Road, London, W. 2. 

MANCHESTER FURNITURE EXHIBITION (TRADE ONLY)— 
September 13th-23rd. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, 
Ltd.. Citv Hall, Manchester. 

*INTERNATIONAL GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES’ EXHIBITION- 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, N., September 17th- 
23rd. Apply, to Trades’ Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 
11, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 

MIDDLFSBROUGH Homes AND TRADES EXHTBITION— 

September 21st-October 1st. Apply to L. Batley, Gorsey 
Works, Stockport. 
NaTronaL Rapvrio ExnrBrrion— 
Olympia, London, W.14, September 24th-October Ist. 
Apply to Radio Manufacturers’ Association, Astor 
House, Aldwych, W.C. 2. 
‘‘Lzeps Mercury” Better HovsiInc AND HOUSEKEEPING 
ExHIBITION— sda 
September 27th-October 8th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

TexTILE MACHINERY, ACCESSORIES AND YARNS EXHIBITION— | 
Edinburgh, October. Apply to Textile and Industrial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., 121, Deansgate, Manchester. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LRaATHER FarR— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N., October 
3rd-7th. Apply to ‘‘ Shoe and Leather Record,’’ 23-28, 
Fleet Street. London, E.C. 4. 

“Darty Dispatcu’”’ ArtiFicia, Sirk Exarertion— whe 
Manchester, October 4th-15th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

*Norwicu Grocers’ anp Atiiep TRADES’ FE xXHIBITION— 
October 5th-15th. Apply to W. Wesley Tucker. Vic 
toria Chambers, Bank Plain, Norwich. 

CARDIFF ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

Drill Hall (Dumfries Place), Cardiff, November %3rd- 
December 3rd. Apply to Martin Price, Secretary. r 
South Wales Institute of Engineers, Park Place, Cardifl 


*A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 
OVERSEAS. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF CINEMATOGRAPHIC ART— 
Warsaw, April 28th-May 30th. Apply to Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL CoLONIAL TOWN-PLANNING EXHIBITION— 

Grand Palais, Paris, May lst-June 30th. Apply to M. 
Albert Parenty, 10, Rue Lavoisier, Paris. 
PaRis Fain— 
May 14th-29th. (See the ‘‘ Journal” of 24th March, 
page 332, and also of 5th May, page 493.) 
CoLOGNE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF COMMERCIAL MOTOR 
VEHICLES— 
May 20th-3lst. (See the ‘“‘ Journal’’ of 17th February, 
page 192.) 

Limoaps INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION— | 
May 2ist-June 2nd. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF HYGIENE— 
Warsaw, May 30th-June 20th. Apply to Exhibition 
Committee, Ministry of War, Sanitary Department, 
5, Rue Nowowiejska, Warsaw. 

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPHY AND ‘TELEPHONY CONGRESS AND 

ExHIBITION— 

Como, May-October. Apply to Italian Ministry of 
Communications (Institute Superiore P.T.T.), Viale de 
Re 131, Rome. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF DECORATIVE ART— 
Monza, May-October. 

Lwow (Potanp) Sports Goops Far— 

Eastern Fair Buildings, Lwow, June 3rd-13th. (See 
‘* Journal ’’ of 28th April, page 469.) 

RovEN ExHIBITION-FaIR— 

June 3rd-19th. Apply to Commissaire-Général de la 
Foire-Exposition, 74 rue Ganterie, Rouen. 

Bupa-Pest INTERNATIONAL Motor Car EXHIBITION— 
Industrial Hall, City Park, June 4th-13th. Apply to 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S8S.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL EXHIBITION (4TH)— 

Prague, June 4th-16th. Apply to Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION oF Musio— 

Frankfort-on-Main, June 11lth-August 28th. Apply to 
the Manager, International Exhibition, ‘‘ Musik im 
Leben der Volker,’’ Hans Offenbach, Platz der 
Republik, Frankfort-on-Main. 

Anjou Farr— 

Angers, June 16th-26th. Apply to Commissaire-General, 
Foire-Exposition, de l’Anjou, Angers. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF AVIATION AND NAVIGATION— 
Marseilles. June 25th-July 25th. 

Worxtp’s Pouttry ConGREss (3RD)— 

Ottawa, Summer. 
LivBLJANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
July 2nd-11th. 
INTERNATIONAL YACHTING, BOATING AND WATERWAYS Ex- 
HIBITION— 
Geneva, July 15th-2lst. Apply to Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
NoRWEGIAN INDUsTRIES FarR— 
Rergen, Julv 3lst-August 7th. 

Schoo, EquiepMENT EXHIBITION— 

Toronto University, August. Apply to Mr. H. A. Allan, 
1,201 Sixteenth Street, Washington. (See _ also 
‘* Journal ’’ of 12th May, page 522.) 
Buva-Pest [RON AND STEEL EXHIBITION— 
August-September. Apply to Mr. Eugene Szocs (Szocs 
Jeno), Aranka-Utca 7, Buda-Pest IT. 
ESTONIAN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION Fair (6TH)— 
Tallinn (Reval), August 13th-22nd. 
CanaDIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto, August 27th-September 10th. 
ZaareB GENERAL SAMPLES FAIR— 
August 28th-September 5th. Apply to Zagrebacki Zbor, 
Zagreb (see also ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 10th March, page 279). 
INTERNATIONAL FouNDRY EXHIBITION AND ConGRESS— 
Paris, September. 
ANTWERP INTERNATIONAL COLONIAL Fatr (4TH) - - 
September 3rd-25th. 
NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FarR— 
Utrecht, September 6th-15th. 

LJUBLJANA AGRICULTURAL AND Hyarenio EXxHtsition— 
September 10th-19th. 

Att Etecrrica EXHIBITION— 

Melbourne, September 10th-October Ist. Apply to Elec- 
trical Federation (Victoria), 191/195, Queen Street, 
Melbourne. 

Finnish Furniture Farr— 

Helsingfors, September 17th-25th. Organised by Fin- 
nish Fair Committee. Apply to the Direktionen, Fin- 
— Massa, Andelslag, u.t., Bangatan, 1, B. Helsing- 
ors. 








[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file. and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division. Denartment of Overseas Trade, 35. Old Queen 
Street. London. S.W. 11 
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OVERSEAS TRADE IN MARCH. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded the 
following press note, issued by the Department of Commer- 
cial Intelligence and Statistics, relating to India’s foreign 
and sea-borne trade during the month of March :— 

The trade returns of British India for the month of March. 
1927, as compared with the preceding month, showed in- 
creases in the values of imports, exports and re-exports. 
The imports of private merchandise totalled Rs.22,22 lakh: 
in March, 1927, and showed an increase of Rs.4,72 lakhs as 
compared with the preceding month. The value of the 
exports of Indian produce and manufactures also rose from 
Rs.25,35 lakhs in February, to Rs.33,83 lakhs in March, 
while the re-exports rose by Rs.12 lakhs to Rs.78 lakhs. 
The comparison of the trade figures for March and twelve 
months ended March, 1927, with those for the preceding 
month and corresponding period of the preceding vear is 
as follows :— | 





owe a ‘ Increase (+) or de- 

| March, | february, crease (-—) in March, 

penwemnent. 1927. | 1927. 1997, compared with 
February, 1927. 


‘Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs).'Rs. (lakhs.) Per cent. 
Imporis ‘iia 22,22 17,50 +. 4,72 + 26°9 
Exports dds 33,83 25,35 + 8,48 + 33°56 
Re-exports... 78 66 + 12 + 182 





Increase (+) or de- 

crease (—) in March, 

1927, compared with 
March, 1926. 


March, March, 
Movement. 1927. 1926. 





‘Rs. (lakhs) Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs.) Per cent. 
, 22,22 8 














Imports = 4 22,40 |/— 18 — r 
Exports ond 33,83 37,02 {| — 319 — 86 
Re-exports.... 78 88 | — 10 — 113 
Twelve months, April-| Increase (+) or de- 

nia March. crease (—) in 1926-27, 
compared with : 
1926-27. 1925-26. 1925-26. 

Rs. (lakhs).} Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs).| Per cent. 
Imports ..-| 231,41 226,18 + 6,23 + 23 
Exports we | 301,45 374,84 — 73,39 — 19°6 
Re-exporis... 8,01 10,48 — 2,47 — 23°6 

















Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Ks.4,27 lakhs in March, 1927, as 
against Rs.3,89 lakhs in the preceding month and Rs.5,70 
lakhs in March, 1926. ‘The import and export figures of gold 
and silver during the year 1926-27 compare as follows with 
the preceding year :— 




















Twelve months, April-| Increase (+) or de- 
March. crease (—)in 1926-27, 
Movement. compared with 
1926-27. | 1925-26. 1925-26. 
Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs). | Per cent. 
Gold imported 19,50 35,23 — 15,73 — 44°6 
Gold exported 10 38 — 28 | — 737 
Silver imported 21,66 19,85 + 1,81 + 91 
Silver exported 1,89 | 2,70 | — 81 — 30°0 
| 





Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure, 
the total visible balance of trade during March, 1927, was 
Rs.8,25 lakhs in favour of India as compared with Rs.4,71 
lakhs in February, 1927, and Rs.10,02 lakhs in March, 1926. 
During the year 1926-27 the visible balance of trade in 
merchandise and treasure was Rs.39,96 lakhs in favour of 
India as compared with Rs.109,25 lakhs in the previous year. 
The balance of remittances of funds in March, 1927, was 
minus Rs.1,27 lakhs, and in the year ended March, 1927, 
minus Rs.1,20 lakhs. 


CHANGES IN IMPORTS AND EXPporTs. 


As compared with March, 1926, the imports of food, drink 
and tobacco in March, 1927, increased by Rks.67 lakhs te 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Contirued. 





Rs.3,92 lakhs, and raw materials by Rs.53 lakhs to Rs.2,33 
lakhs, while manufactured articles fell by Rs.1,37 lakhs to 
Rs.15,59 lakhs. Under food, drink and tobacco, imports of 
wheat, mostly from Australia, accounted for an increase of 
Ks.35 lakhs. Imports of sugar 16 D.S. and above, including 
beet sugar, rose from 74,000 tons valued at Rs.1,59 lakhs to 
81,000 tons valued at Rs.1,82 lakhs. Under raw materials, 
imports of raw cotton, mainly from the United States, 
showed an increase of Rs.42 lakhs, while kerosene oil rose 
by Rs.21 lakhs. Of manufactured articles, the imports of 
cotton yarn and manufactures declined by Rs.58 lakhs. 
Imports of cotton twist and yarn fell by 384,000 lbs. in 
quantity and Rs.17 lakhs in value. Grey goods recorded a 
decrease of 5 million yards in quantity and Rs.34 lakhs in 
value. White goods increased by 9 million yards in 
quantity, with a slight advance in value. Coloured goods 
increased in quantity by 7 million yards, but the value fell 
by nearly Rs.3 lakhs. There were small increases under 
silk manufactures (+Ks.8 lakhs), piece-goods of cotton and 
artificial silk (+Rs.7 lakhs) and salt (+Rs.5 lakhs), while 
iron and steel declined by Rs.69 lakhs, railway plant and 
rolling stock by Rs.17 lakhs, and machinery and millwork 
by Rs.8 lakhs. 

As regards exports of Indian merchandise, food, drink 
and tobacco in March, 1927, compared with March, 1926, 
decreased by Rs.1,05 lakhs to Rs.8,84 lakhs. Exports of 
rice fell by 86,000 tons in quantity and by Rs.1,20 lakhs in 
value. Exports of tea showed a rise of 3 million lbs. in 
quantity and Rs.12 lakhs in value. Exports of coffee also 
increased in quantity by 23,000 cwts. and by Rs.20 lakhs in 
value. Raw materials and produce exported fell by Rs.1,53 
lakhs to Rs.17,65 lakhs. Under this group both raw cotton 
and raw jute showed decreases in value of Rs.83 lakhs and 
Rs.17 lakhs respectively, due to lower prices, notwithstand- 
ing increases of 55,000 tons and 24,000 tons respectively in 
quantity. Of the total shipments of 103,000 tons of raw 
cotton in March, 1927, Japan alone took 74,000 tons or 72 
per cent., China 6,000 tons, Germany and Belgium 5,000 
tons each, Italy 4,000 tons, and the remainder went mainly 
to France and the United Kingdom. Of oilseeds, ground- 
nuts fell by Rs.66 lakhs, while exports of linseed and rape- 
seed showed an advance of Rs.11 lakhs each. Exports of raw 
hides and skins feJl by Rs.13 lakhs, while those of raw wool 
rose by Rs.16 lakhs. Manufactured goods decreased by Rs.49 
lakhs to Rs.7,11 lakhs. The shipments of gunny bags in 
March, 1927, increased slightly in number, but the value 
fell by Rs.38 lakhs to Rs.1,49 lakhs. The yardage of gunny 
cloth exported rose from 122 millions to 134 millions, but 
the value declined by Rs.27 lakhs to Rs.2,41 lakhs. 

TRADE WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES: SHIPPING. 

The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 54 
per cent. in March, 1926, to 46 per cent. in March, 1927, 
but in exports it remained at 13 per cent. as in March, 1926. 
The shares of Germany, Japan and the United States in 
March, 1927, were 7, 8, and 9 per cent. respectively under 
imports, and 7, 25 and 10 per cent. respectively under 
exports. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during the month of March, 1927, 
amounted respectively to 682,000 and 790,000 as against 
563,000 and 617,000 in February, 1927, and 711,000 and 
875,000 a year ago. During the twelve months ended 
March, 1927, the tonnage of vessels entered and cleared with 
cargoes amounted respectively to 6,982,000 and 7,890,000 as 
compared with 7,103,000 and 8,181,000 in the preceding 
year. 





BRITISH MALAYA. 


DISTRIBUTION OF OVERSEAS TRADE IN 1926. 


The following table, supplied by the Malay States Infor- 
mation Agency in London, shows the distribution of 
Malayan overseas trade by percentages last year, as com- 
pared with 1925 :— 











1926. 1925. 





Country. 
Im- | Ex- | Total| Im- | Ex- | Total 
| ports. | ports. | Trade.} ports. |ports.| Trade. 

















| Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom ...| 15 16 15 13 14 | 135 
British Possessions| 

and Protectorates; 20 10 15 21 9 15 
Continentof Europe! 6 9 8 4 .10 7 
United States saad 4 48 26 4 50 | 27 
Ja ion sad 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Other countries “1 52 14 33 55 14 | 34°5 




















IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Coniinued. 
RUBBER EXPORTS AND UNUSED CREDITS. 


The Malay States Information Agency in London has 
received an official telegram from Kuala Lumpur stating that 
the quantity of rubber from the Malayan Restriction Areas. 
on which export duty was paid during April was as follows: 











Area. Tons. Area. Tons, 











Federated Mala Kedah ... _ 1,309 





States ... aia 9,067 Kelantan eee 608 
vel 17 

Straits Settlements 1,903 Trengganu 19 

Johore oe po 3,897 Total 16,959 











All this rubber was exported at the minimum rate of duty, 
Exports at excess rate nil. The official estimate of the 
balance of unutilised export credits carried forward to May 
is :— 























Area. Tons. Area. Tons, 
Federated Malay Kedah ... eee 300 
States ... on 6,949 Kelantan iat 1,556 
Straits Settlements 3,308 
Johore ... «.. 1,478 | Total 7 | 13,591 








The figures for unutilised rights are not yet available for 


Trengganu. 
Credits issued in April were as under :— 











Area. Tons, Area. | Tons, 
Federated Malay | Kedah ... ove 36 
States ... sats 302 Kelantan "ee 52 
Straits Settlements 41 | 
Johore... _ 289 | Total ae 720 














Trengganu figures are not yet available. 





CANADA. 


TRADE CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner. ) 
ToRONTO. 


‘‘In a broad survey of the national situation, nothing is 
more encouraging than the growth of immigration,’’ states 
the Bank of Montreal in a recently-issued business sum- 
mary. It seems assured already that 1927 will record ik 
larger influx of settlers than in any like period since pre- 
war days. Arrivals from Great Britain and Scandinavian 
countries during the last few weeks have been more numer- 
ous than in any similar period for several years past, and 
the hope may be held that the movement will steadily 
increase. 

Domestic business, taken as a whole, maintains its volume 
and presents many satisfactory features. Bank debits to 
individual accounts for March amounted to 2,600,367,571 
dollars, an increase of 291,367,571 dols., as compared with 
March, 1926. Railway earnings in the gross continue to 
enlarge. Building construction is being actively prose- 
cuted and allied trades are profiting therefrom. Manufac- 
turing industries are well employed, particularly the textile 
and motor car, as well as agricultural implement and 
foundry plants. Dairy products move in a regular course, 
and the stocks of butter and cheese are not now excessive. 
Operations in the mining fields have been accelerated by the 
coming of spring, and a season of increasing development 
is anticipated. Mineral production now ranks high, both 
in precious and other metals. The newsprint industry con- 
tinues to record high figures. The construction of new 
mills, which still proceeds, is, however, reflected in 4 
decline of percentage of operation to capacity. The market 
for first-grade Canadian securities has maintained its up- 
ward movement during the month, and provincial and 
municipal governments have borrowed publicly on more 
favourable terms than have been obtainable since before the 
war. The stock markets have been generally strong. 


Prices: EMPLOYMENT. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number, 
weighted according to the commercial importance of the 
236 commodities which are included in its computation, 
fell 1:4 points in March, to 148°7 from 150-1 in February- 
The index number for 31 industrial common stocks (1913- 
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100) rose 6°3 points in March to 294-0, but that for 23 pre- 
ferred industrial stocks declined from 104-4 to 103°8. 

Employment at the beginning of April showed a small 
decline, which, although involving a rather larger number 
of workers than that noted on Ist April, 1926, was never- 
theless considerably less extensive than were the losses re- 
ported on that date in earlier years of the record. The 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics tabulated returns from 5,931 
firms, Whose staffs totalled 795,727 persons, as compared 
with 797,289 in the preceding month. The index number 
stood at 96-2 as against 96°3 on Ist March, and 91-4, 87-2, 
49-3, and 80-8 on Ist April, 1926, 1925, 1924 and 1922 re- 
spectively. 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION. 


According to returns compiled by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, the value of the building permits issued by 
63 cities during March was 11,641,427 dols., an increase of 
3,862,875 dols, or 49-7 per cent. over the February total of 
7,778,552 dols. and of 1,006,936 dols., or 9°5 per cent., as 
compared with the aggregate of 10,634,491 dols. reported 
for the corresponding month in 1926. The March, 1927, 
total was the highest for that month in the record of the 
63 cities. Building costs, as shown by the Bureau’s index 
number of wholesale prices of building materials, continued 
to be considerably lower than in any other year of the 
record. Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics, show- 
ing that they had granted over 1,300 permits for dwellings 
valued in excess of 5,400,000 dols., and for some 2,500 other 
buildings estimated to cost approximately 5,600,000 dolls. 
In February, authority was given for the erection of some 
750 dwellings and nearly 1,100 other buildings, estimated 
at approximately 3,300,000 dols. and 4,000,000 dols. respec- 
tively. All provinces reported increases in the building 
authorised during March as compared with the preceding 
month. The greatest absolute gain was that of 1,652,881] 
dols., or 37-6 per cent., in Ontario, but larger proportionate 
increases were shown in the other provinces. As compared 
with March, 1926, New Brunswick, Quebec and Alberta re- 
corded decreases, that of 243,227 dols., or 52°9 per cent., in the 
last-named, being most pronounced. There were increases 
in the remaining provinces, Ontario again showing the 
greatest gain of 1,167,236 dols., or 23-9 per cent. 





Business Contacts 
in Canada 


S soon as your 
business enters 
the Canadian market 
the credit rating of 
your prospective cus- 
tomers becomes of 


vital importance. 





Our Special Trade 
Department in 
London will gladly 


answer your enquiries. 


The Royal Bank 
of Canada 


London Branch—Princes Street, E.C.2. 
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Of the larger cities, Montreal registered a decline as com- 
pared wiih the preceding month, and also as compared 
with March of last year. In Toronto, Winnipeg and Van- 
couver, on the other hand, there were increases in both 
comparisons. Of the smaller centres, Halifax, Moncton, 
Quebec, Shawinigan Falls, Sherbrooke, Three Rivers, West- 
mount, Guelph, Hamilton, London, Oshawa, Ottawa, Owen 
Sound, Stratford, St. Catherine’s, Sarnia, Welland, Wind- 
sor, Ford, Riverside, Woodstock, St. Boniface, Regina, 
Saskatoon, Medicine Hat, Kamloops, New Westminster, 
Point Grey and Victoria reported higher totals than in 
either February, 1927, or March, 1926. 


NEWSPRINT EXPoRTs. 


Exports of newsprint during March were valued al 
12,104,884 dols., as compared with 9,277,781 dols. in 
February, and 11,460,211 dols. in March, 1926. The aggre- 
gate exports of newsprint for the fiscal year ended March 
last totalled 116,452,158 dols., as against 102,238,568 dols. 
for the preceding year. Exports of woodpulp totalled 
4,407,371 dols, in March, 3,239,261 dols. in February, and 
5,131,669 dols. in March, 1926. Pulpwood exports in March 
amounted to 1,956,625 dols., as compared with 1,513,213 
dols. in the previous month, and 1,334,600 dols. in March, 
1926. 

AUTOMOBILE PRODUCTION, IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Production of automobiles in Canada during March 
amounted to 22,623 cars of all grades, having a sales value 
f.o.b. plant, of 14,828,794 dols. This output represented an 
increase of 18 per cent. over the February production of 
18,655 units valued at 10,797,199 dols., and was slightly 
higher than that of 22,374 units valued at 14,133,229 dols. 
in March, 1926. Of the total production during March, 
5,389 cars were produced for export, and the balance, or 
17,234 cars, were for sale in Canada. Compared with the 
February figures, production in March of each type of car, 
with the exception of trucks, taxi-cabs and omnibuses, 
showed an advance. Chassis showed the greatest relative 
improvement by advancing to 2,720 from 1,911, a gain of 42 
per cent.; closed model passenger cars showed the best gain 
numerically at 12,896 as against 9,062; and open passenger 
cars rose to 5,400 from 4,356. Truck production declined 
to 1,606 from 3,323, a loss of 52 per cent., and only one 
omnibus was made as against three in the previous month. 

For the three months ended March the cumulative pro- 
duction totalled 56,654 cars, valued at 33,763,173 dols. ‘this 
marked a slight decline in quantity but an advance in sales 
value over the output during the first quarter of 1926, when 
the production was reported as 56,691 cars valued at 
33,401,699 dols. Customs’ records for March show that 
4,397 cars, valued at 4,015,391 dols., were imported into 
Canada during the month, and that 9,106 cars valued at 
3,837,478 dols. were exported during the same period. The 
apparent consumption of cars in Canada during March 
amounted to 21,631, as determined by adding the im- 
ports of 4,397 to the production of 17,234 made for sale in 
Canada. For the first quarter of the year the apparent con- 
sumption, thus computed, totalled 44,627 cars. 


TRADE WITH JAPAN. 


There is a large and growing interchange of trade between 
Canada and Japan, states the ‘‘ Commercial Intelligence 
Journal ’’ (Canadian Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa). The following were the values of the exports from 
the Dominion to Japan for the past three calendar years: 
1926, 37,913,668 dollars; 1925, 25,675,012 dols.; and 1924, 
25,099,376 dols. Japan continues to be Canada’s third best 
customer, having bought during last year to the value of 
7,207,628 dols. of Canadian commodities more than Ger- 
many, her nearest competitor for third place. 

Imports into Canada from Japan have also shown a large 
increase. During 1926 Japanese products to the value of 
11,239,604 dols. were shipped to Canada, as against 8,578,744 
dols. during 1925 and 6,329,128 dols. in 1924. 





EXPORTS OF CATTLE TO SCOTLAND. 


British demand is the most important factor in the 
Canadian cattle export market, and it amounts to about 
10 million dollars annually, states the Royal Bank of Canada. 
The experiment of shipping cattle to Scotland for feeding 
has proved most successful, and there is good reason to hope 
for further improvement in this trade. 

There has been some hesitation about developing further 
facilities for this trade in Scotland because of the feeling 
that a cattle shortage in the United States might lead to a 
change in Tariff policy, which would result in Canadian 
cattle going to that market. As the Scottish importer 
becomes more certain of the Canadian supply, this objection 
will no longer be a factor. In the past two years most of 
the cattle sent overseas have gone to the Scottish farms as 
feeders. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 








TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN APRIL. 


The following is part of a trade report which has been 
cabled to the London Office of the National Bank of South 
Africa, Ltd., from Pretoria, by the general managers in 
South Africa :— 

General trading conditions in various inland centres and 
at one or two coastal points showed slight improvement at 
the beginning of the month, but became quiet towards the 
end, and April results in some areas are below those of the 
same month of 1926. Orange Free State traders report a 
better position owing to a further improvement in the 
general farming outlook. 

The Department of Customs estimates the total imports 
through all Union ports for the month at £5,433,000 against 
£5,964,000 actual for April, 1926, and exports (excluding 
gold and diamonds) at £1,983,000 against £1,652,000 actual. 
Gold exported, totalling £4,756,135 (bullion £3,931,665, 
specie £824,470), shows a decrease of £745,514 on figures for 
April, 1926. Of last month’s total £4,348,857 was destined 
for the United Kingdom and £325,778 for India. 


GOLD, DIAMONDS AND COAL. 

Transvaal gold output in April was 824,014 fine ozs., valued 
at £3,500,189, a decrease of , 36,497 fine ozs., valued at 
£155,029 on March figures, but an increase of 20,711 fine ozs. 
valued at £87,975 over April, 1926. The native labour posi- 
tion is slightly more satisfactory. 

Diamond exports from Griqualand West were 272,000 
carats, valued £792,483, as against 179,150 carats valued 
£859,645 in April, 1926. The March production of the 
Transvaal alluvial fields was 197,395 carats, valued at 
£497,462, against 180,180 carats, valued at £525,900, in 
February, and 14,771 carats, valued at £124,274, in March, 
1926. The average value per carat obtained shows a con- 
siderable drop, that for March, 1927, being 50s. 5d., for 
February, 1927, 58s. 4d., and for March, 1926, 168s. 3d. The 
diamond market during April was firm for fine large stones, 
a number of which were sold to American shippers at normal 
prices. Demand was weak for medium qualities, but good 
for lower and inferior grades. The Precious Stones Bill has 
now passed the second reading, and has been sent to a Select 
Committee. 

Coal output in the Transvaal and Orange Free State for 
February and March was 597,115 tons (of 2,000 lbs.) and 
652,876 tons respectively, showing increases of 11,037 tons 
and 3,797 tons over the corresponding periods of 1926. The 
Natal output for March was 323,449 tons (2,240 Ibs.) against 
381,581 tons in March, 1926. The export trade is still ham- 
pered by the difficulty of securing satisfactory freight rates. 
Truck supplies were satisfactory, and quantities of coal were 
awaiting clearance at port. 


Woo. AND AGRICULTURE. 


The Port Elizabeth wool market continued firm for all 
classes with the exception of average short wools and lambs’ 
wool. The demand for super wools was very keen early 
in the month, but fell off towards the end. Short wools 
have hitherto been on a high level of values, but greater 
supplies are now available, and prices have declined slightly. 
At Durban 5,300 bales of short wools were sold, where the 
market was firm throughout the month, with competition 
keen and prices good. The East London market is also re- 
ceiving fairly large supplies. 

Supplies of cotton have arrived in the Durban market, and 
fairly considerable quantities have been sold. Buyers are 
keenly competing, and good prices have been realised. The 
Department of Agriculture estimates the crop to be in the 
neighbourhood of 15,000 bales as compared with 25,000 bales 
in 1926, the decrease being due mainly to drought and to 
reduction in the growing acreage. 

As regards tobacco, reports from growing areas indicate 
coming crops to be in good condition, especially at Nyls- 
troom (Transvaal) and Vredefort (Orange Free State). Alt 
the latter point a yield of a million Ibs. is anticipated. 

There is further improvement in the general agricultural 
outlook, and in spite of continued drought in certain areas 
the position is now fairly satisfactory. Many farmers have 
commenced reaping. Some frost is reported from one or 
two areas, but without damage to crops. Favourable re- 
ports continue to arrive from maize-growing districts, and 
the coming crop is confidently expected to be satisfactory. 
A recent official forecast by the Department of Agriculture 
estimates the crop at 194 million bags. The young sugar 
cane has greatly benefited by good rains in growing districts. 


MANUFACTURES. 


Clothing factories are busy owimg to winter demands. 
Boot and shoe manufacturers are moderately busy, and one 
or two of the larger concerns are behind with deliveries. 
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(here is a general belief in the industry that the year will 
be a good one, and most of the larger concerns have made 
provision for greater production. ‘The leather market con- 
tinues firm. 

Owing to building activity the cabinet-making industry 
has been kept busy. Demand continues good for all classes 
of timber and building material. Long length deals, 
scantlings and boards are becoming scarce, and prices have 
advanced. The price of corrugated iron has dropped owing 
to freight reduction. 


Cape Town reports sales of motor vehicles to be better 
than usual. Durban and East London are quiet. In Port 
Elizabeth sales of cheap cars are excellent. Johannesburg 
is normal. The demand for motor cycles continues good. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 





THE GLASSWARE INDUSTRY IN 1926. 


The British Commercial Secretary in the course of his 
Report on the economic situation in Belgium (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 4s. 6d. net) states that the year 
1926 was a most satisfactory one for the plate glass industry. 
The demand increased continuously, and the depreciation of 
the Belgian exchange had little effect on the market, aS 
export prices are on a gold basis. The output was on a high 
level, the percentage of 8734 of full capacity fixed for the 
first three months of the year was maintained also through- 
out the second and, with a very slight reduction, the third 
quarter. As the demand continued excellent and sales 
prospects good, the percentage was increased to 90 of the 
total production of polished plate glass for the last quarter 
of 1926. The Belgian plate glass industry works chiefly for 
export, about nine-tenths of the production being sold 
abroad, chiefly to countries with appreciated exchange. 

The following table shows comparative figures of the 
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output and sales during the first ten months in each of the 
last three years :— 

















Year. | Production. Sales. 

Thou. square metres. 
1924 2,780 2,590 
1925 3,290 2,470 
1926 3,290 | 3,200 











Exports of polished plate glass during the first three 
quarters of last year amounted to 45,600 tons, as compared 
with 35,000 tons for the corresponding period of 1925. The 
American demand was larger (11,700 tons as against 8,057 in 
1925), whereas trade with the United Kingdom, which 
before the war was Belgium’s largest customer for this com- 
modity, showed a further decline of 5,300 tons (6,600 tons). 
Other important markets were:—Canada (4,000 tons), 
Argentina (2,800 tons), Japan (2,300 tons), Holland (2,100 
tons), Australia (2,000 tons), Italy (1,930 tons), France (1,739 
tons), China (1,600 tons), and Switzerland (1,297 tons). 

The demand for window glass of good quality was fairly 
good during the early months of last year, but sales of in- 
ferior qualities were poor. The production of blown glass 
began to fall off in June, the deficit for that month amount- 
ing to almost 5 million feet. Owing to the lower cost prices 
and readier sales, machine-made glass was in a more favour- 
able position. The output, for good qualities especially, 
kept up fairly well and prices remained firm. At the end 
of September makers had orders for some 2 million feet 
more of glass of all kinds than at the close of August, large 
orders having been received from the United Kindom and 
other countries. The market showed a further improve- 
ment for blown glass as well as machine-made glass in 
November, when large orders came in, and the position con- 
tinued satisfactory up to the end of the year. Belgian pro- 
duction of window glass now totals about 5 million square 
metres monthly, an advance of 15 to 2 million square metres 
over pre-war capacity. 

There are in Belgium now twelve Fourcault glass works, 
comprising thirteen furnaces. Seven of these formeriy pro- 
duced blown glass and have been adapted to the new pro- 
cess. Three others are for the manufacture of special glass 
which have been converted, while the remaining three are 
entirely new. The large factory at Moll-Gompel, which 
uses the Libbey-Owens process, has now doubled its capacity 
of production. The proportion of machine-made glass to 
the total glass production of Belgium, which was 26°6 per 
cent. in 1924, reached 36:1 per cent. in 1925. 

The total export trade for the nine months ended Septem. 
ber last amounted to 171,928 tons, as compared with 146,187 
tons in 1925, the most important markets being the United 
Kingdom, 35,000 tons as against 30,000 tons in 1925; 
Holland (26,400 tons), the United States (18,000 tons), 
Canada (11,700 tons), Argentina (8,000 tons), British India 
(7,800 tons), Australia (7,700 tons), and China (7,000 tons). 
Large quantities were also taken by Brazil, Japan, Denmark, 
France, Chile, South Africa, Sweden and the Dutch Indies. 





BotTLeE TRADE. 

At the beginning of last year the Belgian bottle-making 
industry suffered acutely from the large supplies arriving 
from Germany. The exchange fluctuations also influenced 
the market adversely, but in spite of the poor demand prices 
increased slightly. A few large orders were booked for green 
glass bottles towards the end of June, and the demand im- 
proved gradually throughout the summer, while during 
December the export trade was good. The bottle works 
are improving their manufacturing methods and installing 
hew automatic machines, with a view to increasing the 
output and diminishing costs. The manufacture of glass 
insulators and of ‘‘ Pyrex’’ fireproof glass has been ex- 
lended. Imports of white or semi-white bottles declined 
from 713 tons in 1925 to 379 tons, supplies from the United 
Kingdom fell from 342 tons to 21 tons. Germany supplied 
226 tons. Imports of other kinds of bottles also decreased, 
amounting to 3,267 tons, as compared with 4,000 tons in 
1925: Germany supplied 2,645 tons. The export trade in 
White or semi-white bottles amounted to 1,271 tons as 
against 1,790 tons in 1925, the chief market being the 
United Kingdom 564 tons (572 tons). The trade with 
France showed a great decline—109 tons as against 646 
ons in 1925. The export trade in other classes of bottles 
has risen from 393 tons to 778 tons, the largest buyers being 
Morocco (182 tons), the United Kingdom 113 tons, as against 
l2 tons in 1925, and Guatemala 110 tons. 


Crystat GLass, TABLE AND ORNAMENTAL GLASS. 


The cost of raw materials, fuel and labour have consider- 
ably handicapped this industry. The works also suffered 
from the floods which at the beginning of last year caused 





a great deal of damage. Still, on the whole, business has 
been sulisfactory, and exports were slightly in excess of the 
previous year. 17,400 tons against 15,900 tons for the first 
nine months of 1925. The chief markets were the United 
Kingdom 7,500 tons (6,800 tons), France (2,300 tons), Egypt 
(1,300 tons), Argentina (811 tons), British India (633 tons), 
Morocco (482 tons) ind Australia (363 tons). 


OTHER GLASS. 


Exports of roofing and paving tiles (280 tons) went prin- 
cipally to France, Italy, Holland and Argentina. The trade 
has declined compared with last year. Reinforced glass, 
159 tons as compared with 103 tons in 1925, went mainly 
to Switzerland, Holland and Japan; stained glass (308 tons) 
to Holland. Exports of opaline glass increased to 55 tons 
from 13 tons in 1925. Photographic plates (593 tons) were 
shipped to a large number of countries, chiefly Italy, Argen- 
tina, America, France and the United Kingdom. 





ESTONIA. 


- 


FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH. 


(From the British Consul-Gene’ul. ) 





REVAL. 


The Central Statistical fureau have recently issued 
figures which show that during March last imports and 
exporis were valued at 708,142,000 Estonian marks and 
607,021,000 E.mks. respectively, leaving a balance agains! 
Estonia of 101,121,000 E.mks. 

The chief contributors of imports were: Germany, 182'-> 
million E.mks, (general merchandise); the United States, 
117°1 million E.mks. (grain); Poland, 59°3 million E.mks 
(coal); Great Britain, 59 million E.mks. (general mer- 
chandise); and the Soviet Union, 58°1 million E.mks. (grain, 
live pigs, game and flax). The chief customers for Estonian 
produce were Germany, 196-7 million E.mks. (butter); Great 
Britain, 118 million E.mks. (timber, butter, bacon and flax); 
the Soviet Union, 75:7 million E.mks. (paper, leather, boots 
and textiles); Latvia, 61:2 million E.mks. (mixed). 

The following table shows the value of the chief imports 
and exports during March last :— 














Commodity. | Imports. | Exports. 
| Thou. E. marks. 

Grain, flour, potatoes, fodder sea 116,170 12,851 
Foodstuffs, dairy products ... _ 466 131,260 
Fish, fish products hae ne 12,144 1,207 
Other foodstuffs, condiments, alcohol, | 

beverages... oes ees eee 93,013 4,512 
Leather, leather articles, other animal 

products pom ‘ita jiie sae 40,153 19,482 
Timber and products... one eet 4,457 60,000 
Paper and printed matter, etc. -_ 9,401 86,047 
Cotton, flax, other textiles ... ree 71,101 116,750 
Textile products wa a = 111,509 138,180 
Metals ... aie née aid aa 23,053 2,432 
Agricultural machinery cet ma 26,402 1,402 
Other working and power machines, 

vehicles call aad Sal or 66,851 4,944 
Stones, earth, etc. 8,405 8,556 
Oil, greases, tar, etc. ... 44,639 540 
Fertilisers a oe Able saad 25,706 420 
Chemical articles, dyes, drugs ‘lh 33,097 12,393 
Objects of art, musical instruments 7,933 95 



































DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 


The shares of the chief trading countries during the 
month under review are shown in the following table :— 


























Country. Imports. Exports. 

Thou. E. marks. 
Belgium 19,858 46,905 
Denmark Le a td ain 7,345 14,495 
Holland sis font al foe 13,595 2,644 
Great Britain ... ah ae sae 59,053 117,984 
Latvia ... adi bie ‘si et 30,814 61,202 
Lithuania as sail ae a me 16,278 
France ... ie -? Tea 31,616 11,066 
Poland ... sha . cali ee 59,291 3,144 
Sweden... and ” mab mi 27,454 30,416 
Germany he a aa 182,563 196,727 
Finland... iat _ a 12,069 16,470 
Soviet Union ... a | ee 58,159 75,681 
United States... ... .. | 117,083 7,480 

Czechoslovakia 1a ioe 17,775 — 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 
FRANCE. 








FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-APRIL. 
(From the British Embassy. ) 
Panis. 

The returns of French foreign trade for the first four 
months of 1927 show that the value of imports amounted 
to 17,571 million francs as against 19,757 million frs. in the 
same four months of 1926, a decrease of over 2,100 million 
frs., or a little more than 11 per cent. The value of exports 
was 18,254 million frs. as compared with 17,605 million frs., 
an increase of about 650 million frs., or nearly 4 per cent. 
Imports of raw materials fell by 2,862 million frs., and those 
of manufactured articles by 717 million frs., but there was 
a rise of 1,392 million frs. in those of foodstuffs. Exports of 
raw materials rose by 542 million frs. and those of food- 
stuffs by 77 million frs., but there was a fall of 70 million 
frs. in exports of manufactured articles. 

There was a favourable balance of visible exchanges in the 
first four months amounting to 693 million frs., whereas 
in the corresponding period of 1926 there was an unfavour- 
able balance of 2,152 million frs. During this year the 
balance was favourable in January and March but unfavour- 
able in February and April, in the last month to the extent 
of nearly 600 million frs. 

As regards weight, imports- in the first four months of 
1927 amounted to 17,541,000 tons as against 15,888,000 tons 
in the same period of 1926, an increase of 1,653,000 tons, 
and exports to 11,787,000 tons as against 11,555,000 tons, an 
increase of 1,232,000 tons. It will be seen, therefore, that, 
although the value of imports fell by about 11 per cent., 
their volume rose by nearly 10} per cent. Imports of raw 
materials rose by 1,098,000 tons, and of foodstuffs by 655,000 
tons, but there was a fall of 101,000 tons in those of manu- 
factured articles. Exports of raw materials rose by about 
a million tons and of manufactured articles by 245,000 tons, 
whereas there was a fall of 83,000 tons in those of food- 
stuffs. 


NEAR EAST. 
SMYRNA. 








EXPORT TRADE IN 1926. 


The British Consul-General at Smyrna, in the course of 
a report on the economic situation in 1926, states that 
exports during the year under review amounted in value to 
£T.60,709,175. The values of the chief items are shown in 
the following table: 














Commodity. | Value. Commodity. | Value. 
Thou. £T. : Thou. £T. 
Tobacco 28,000 | Woollen yarns ‘ia 328 
Raisins 9,424 Horse beans sil 259 
Figs... 6,386 | Cotton seed _ 248 
Carpets 4,622 | Pine kernels en 230 
Cotton 1,866 | Tanned hides on 149 
Valonia _ 1,123 |Oliveoil ... —_ 135 
Boxes ds Kae 980 | Wax ve sot 122 
Barley _ oy 854 | Cotton yarns _ 117 
Liquorice root pou 559 | Metal scrap ei 116 
Raw hides ... - 455 | Bran nee =~ 103 
Valonia extract... | 349 | Fig refuse ... _ 101 











EXPORTS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The principal exports to the United Kingdom last year 
included barley, 9,855 metric tons; raisins, 9,472 tons; figs, 
9,378 tons; valonia, 2,957 tons; boxes, 2,213 tons; cotton 
and hemp seed, 2,079 tons ; emery, 666 tons; millet, 655 
tons; beans, 640 tons; valex, 115 tons; liquorice root, 100 
tons; tobacco, 92 tons; oats, 87 tons; cotton, 83 tons; cereal 
refuse, 74 tons; dressed hides, 61 tons; liquorice paste, 50 
tons; furs, 9,129 kilogs.; pine kernels and pistachio nuts, 
5,346 kilogs.; opium, 4,466 kilogs.; mercury, 2,074 kilogs.; 
almonds, 2,051 kilogs.; chestnuts, 1,024 kilogs.; and raw 
hides, 907 kilogs. 





AFRICA. 


EGYPT. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports that, 
according to the Statistical Department, imports into and 
exports from Egypt during March were provisionally valued 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 


at £E.3,702,772 and £E.4,897,525 as compared with 
£E.4,530,453 and £K.4,198,547 respectively in March, 1926, 
The chief contributors of imports were the United Kingdom 





£E.997,156 (£E.1,177,346 in March, 1926), Australia 
£E.119,578  (£E.210,041), British India  £E.150,731 


Belgium £E.141,264 (£E.140,659), Czecho- 
Slovakia £E.83,454 (£E.142,317), France £E.390,275 
(£E.556,876), Germany £E.241,698 (£K.298,739), Italy 
£E.326,628 (£E.362,345), and the United States £E.166,843 
(£E.184,170). 

As regards imports during March from the United King- 
dom, the principal items were: Coal 101,360 tons (126,212 
tons in March, 1926), cotton piece-goods 2,827,046 kilogs. 
(1,882,213 kilogs.), and 1,558,937 metres (1,399,132 metres). 


(£E.246,185), 


Export TRADE. 
Owing principally to rising cotton values exports show a 
more satisfactory result. The leading commodities com- 
pare as follows :— 





—--—— -—- 





7 
Commodity. ok. 1 ae 
f | 
£E. £E. 
Cotton, raw 3,804,238 3,510,543 
Cotton seed... 385,941 196,644 
Cotton seed cake 69,363 73,066 
Cotton seed oil 61,203 45,583 
Eggs ... may 26,403 24,659 
Onions... it — iit ” 163,587 143,272 
Rice... bee sai _ ee 43,346 27,199 














UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


OF TRAVELLERS’ TRUNKS AND 
BAGS. 


Last year the United States exported trunks valued at 
496,724 dollars and bags and suit cases valued at 314,389 
dols., together a 5 per cent. increase over 1925, states ‘‘ Com- 
merce Keports’’ (United States Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, Washington). 

Trunks went to 67 countries in 1926. The style, qualily 
and finish of those required in the important foreign 
markets may be inferred from the following figures :—3,441 
trunks, valued at 82,552 dols., were exported to the United 
Kingdom; 2,652, valued at 63,299 dols., to Argentina; 1,724, 
at 33,308 dols., to Mexico; 4,197, at 32,000 dols., to Cuba; 
2,806, at 30,869 dols., to Dutch West Indies; 2,377, at 
25,391 dols., to Panama; 504, at 21,756 dols., to France; 597, 
at 20,703 dols., to Germany; 705, at 18,534 dols., to Aus- 
tralia; 603, at 14,745 dols., to China; 493, at 13,565 dols., to 
the Netherlands; and 430, valued at 12,865 dols., to Brazil. 


LEATHER BaGs AND SvuiT CASEs. 

The 1926 export trade in leather bags and suit cases to 
64 countries shows an increase of 17,250 in number and 
20,999 dols. in value over 1925. Canada purchased 66,510, 
valued at 151,723 dols.; Cuba 13,803, valued at 38,910 dols.; 
Australia 13,306, at 30,482 dols.; Mexico 10,150, at 23,997 
dols.; Panama 3,294, at 15,766 dols.; Argentina 3,248, at 
8,208 dols.; and New Zealand 4,371, valued at 6,771 dols. 

The value of shipments to Australia increased 112 per cent. 
on the year, to Mexico 38 per cent., New Zealand 110 per 
cent., and Panama 22 per cent.; the value of the trade with 
Argentina rose from 1,437 dols. in 1925 to 8,208 dols. in 1926, 
but that with Canada declined about 2,000 in number and 
1,100 dols, in value, and Cuban trade fell 31 per cent. in 
value. 


EXPORTS 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Silk Trade Conversion Table and Duty Calculator. Published 
by Lep Transport and Depository, Ltd., Sunlight Wharf, 37, 
Upper Thames Street, London, E.C. 4. 

Although the stated price of this Table and Calculator 1s 
2s. 6d., copies may be obtained free of charge by all bona- 
fide trade importers of the raw material or finished product, 
on application to the publishers. 

The Flax, Hemp and Jute Year Book, 1927. Published by 
H. R. Carter, 25, Donegal] Street, Belfast. Price 5s., post free. 

Central Electric Stations in Canada: Census of Industry, 1925. 
Published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Price 
25 cents. 

Index Numbers of Rates for Electricity for Residence Light- 
ing and Table of Monthly Bills, 1913, 1924, 1925 and 1926. Pub- 
lished by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 

Union of South Africa: Official Year Book of the Union and 
of Basutoland, Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland, No. 
8—1925, covering the, period 1910-1925. Published under 
authority of the Minister of the Interior. 
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Minerals and Metals. 
CANADA. 








MOVEMENTS OF IRON, STEEL, AND COKE IN 
MARCH. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
ToRONTO. 

Pig iron production in Canada during March amounted to 
75,637 long tons, a gain of almost 50 per cent. over the 50,695 
tons of February, and with the exception of an output of 
77,290 tons in March, 1924, was the greatest reported for 
this month since 1920. Basic pig iron produced mostly for 
further use by the makers accounted for this increase; this 
grade at 64,373 tons exceeded the combined oufputs of 
February and March, when only 56,829 tons were produced. 
Blast furnace charges for the month included 136,439 long 
tons of imported iron ore, 81,887 short tons of coke, and 
42.641 short tons of limestone. Production from these 
charges included 64,373 tons of basic iron, 5,729 tons of 
foundry iron, and 5,535 tons of malleable iron. For the 
three months ended March the total pig iron production 
amounted to 178,049 tons, or an average of about 60,000 tons 
per month. During the month one additional furnace was 
blown in at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, resulting in six 
furnaces being in blast on 3lst March. The active fur- 
naces had a daily capacity of 2,373 long toms per day, or 
about 47 per cent. of the total capacity of all blast furnaces 
in Canada. Active furnaces were located: Two at Sydney, 
Nova Scotia; two at Hamilton, Ontario, and two at Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario. Ferro-alloys at 3,331 tons in March showed 
a decline of 7 per cent. from the 3,601 tons produced in the 
previous month, and consisted mostly of the grade having a 
high manganese content; small quantities of ferro-silicon 
were also produced. 


STEEL INGOTS AND CASTINGS. 

Production of steel ingots and castings followed the pig 
iron trend by advancing to 107,381 tons in March, a gain of 
93 per cent. over the output of 55,620 tons in February, and 
83 per cent. above the 58,765 tons reported for March of a 
year ago. Steel ingots accounted for most of the increase 
by rising to 102,141 tons from 52,144 tons in February; 
direct steel castings also showed a gain at 5,240 tons as com- 
pared with 3,476 tons in the previous month. For the first 
quarter of the year the cumulative production totalled 
221,552 tons as against 180,458 tons for the corresponding 
three months of 1926. The March quarter’s output included 
210,183 tons of ingots and 11,369 tons of direct steel cast- 
ings. 

COKE. 

Production of coke in Canada during March amounted to’ 
171,894 tons, a gain of 8 per cent. over the 158,248 tons of 
February and comparable with 152,480 tons reported for 
March of a year ago. Production from plants in Ontario 
advanced to 107,108 tons from 95,975 tons in the previous 
month; output from the eastern provinces rose to 44,978 tons 
from 44,204 tons, and the western provinces reported 19,808 
tons in March, as compared with 18,069 tons in February. 
Disposition of coke by the makers showed that 20,704 tons 
were used in the coking plants, 87,064 tons were delivered 
to the producing companies’ associated metallurgical works, 
and 60,872 tons were sold. For the first quarter of the year 
production totalled 506,587 tons, while the producers dis- 
posed of 518,156 tons; during the corresponding period of 
last year production totalled 474,192 tons, and the disposi- 
tion amounted to 481,256 tons. During March last 79,980 
tons of Canadian coal and 176,289 tons of imported coal were 
carbonised to make 171,894 tons of coke, an average yield of 
67 per cent. For the first three months of the year oven 
charges totalled 733,469 tons and _ production 506,587 
tons of coke, giving an average yield of 69 per cent. Imports 
of coke into Canada during March rose slightly to 70,375 
tons from 65,715 tons in February, and exports at 8,304 tons 
showed a drop of about 50 per cent. from the 16,688 tons of 
the previous month. By deducting the exports from the 
sum of the production in Canada and the imports, the 
apparent consumption of coke in Canada is shown to have 
been 233,965 tons in March, as compared with 207,275 tons 
in February. For the three months ended March the 
apparent consumption totalled 658,841 tons, and in the 
corresponding period of last year it amounted to 752,179 
tons. Coke charged to iron blast furnaces during March 
amounted to 81,887 tons; for the year to date furnace 
charges totalled 199,261 tons. 





ONTARIO GOLD PRODUCTION IN MARCH 
QUARTER. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports that returns 
from the gold mines of Ontario for the first quarter of 1927 
show an increase of almost 100,000 dollars in value above 
the figures for the corresponding period of 1926, while the 


a 





MINERALS AND METALS—Continued. 





quantity milled increased by 154,165 tons. At the Porcupine 
area, ore milled rose 13:5 per cent., while the value of 
the gold recovered decreased 3-5 per cent. in 1927, as com- 
pared with the record of 1926, while in the Kirkland Lake 
area tonnage and value increased 49:4 per cent. and 19°3 
per cent. respectively. The following table gives details of 
the production, etc., in these two areas :— 








Area. Ore Milled. | Gold Recovered. 
Tons. Dols. 
Porcupine ... 848,610 5,771,985 
Kirkland Lake 161,071 1,894,379 








During the first quarter of the current year crude gold 
bullion to the value of 7,149,565 dols. was received at the 
Royal Mint, Ottawa, from Ontario mines. 





ONTARIO GOLD ORE MILTUINGS AND BULLION 
SALES 


The Imperial Institute has been informed by its Corre- 
sponding Member, the Deputy Minister of Mines, Toronto, 
Ontario, that during the first quarter of the present year 
1,009,681 short tons (of 2,000 lb. each) of ore were milled at 
gold mines in the Province of Ontario, and that crude 
bullion marketed during the same period was valued at 
7,701,762 dollars. 





NEW COPPER SMELTER AND REFINERY. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner. > 
TORONTO. 
It is reported in the local press that the International 
Nickel Company of Canada, whose’ chief office is at Port 
Colborne, Ontario, are to erect an electrolytic copper smelter 
and refinery at Copper Cliff (Ontario), 


Crops. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn 
per cwt. of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 21st May, 
1927, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the 
Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 


Average Price per cwt. 








Period 

Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
sd sd | 6 d. 
Week ended 21st May, 1927 24] 4 9 9 

Corresponding week in— | 
1923 ... on ran 10 11 811 | 10 6 
1924 ... 11 1 ll 1 | 9 10 
1925 ... ooo! 123 10 10 5 | 10 4 
1926 ... “| 9 9 4 | 9 11 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort of British Corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds. 











Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


BELGIUM-LUXEMBURG AND SIAM. 








COMMERCIAL TREATY. 


A Treaty between the Economic Union of Belgium- 
Luxemburg and Siam, which replaces the Belgo-Siamese 
Treaty of 1868 and, so far as Luxemburg is concerned, that 
between the German Customs Union and Siam of 1862, was 
signed at Bangkok on 13th July, 1926, and came into force 
on 25th March last. It is concluded for five years, and there- 
after indefinitely, notice of 
termination. 

The subjects of the Contracting Parties are granted most- 
favoured-nation treatment in regard to taxation, freedom of 
entry, travel and residence and the carrying on of trade and 
industry in the territory of the other, and national treat- 
ment as regards the acquisition, possession and disposition 


subject to twelve months’ 
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of property, subject to reciprocity. They are to have free 
access to the courts. 

All companies duly established in accordance with the 
laws of one of the Contracting Parties and having their head 
office in the territory of that Party may establish branches 
and carry on their activities in the territory of the other 
Contracting Party upon the conditions laid down by the 
laws of the latter. 

Goods in transit are not to pay any special dues other than 
those intended to defray costs of supervision and administra- 
lion. 

The Economic Union of Belgium-Luxemburg recognises 
the tariff autonomy of Siam which, as reported in the 
“Journal ’’ of 7th April (p. 401), has now become effective. 
The Treaty provides for most-favoured-nation treatment in 
all matters of Customs duties and formalities. National and 
most-favoured-nation treatment is provided for in respect of 
all internal dues. 

Commercial travellers who are provided with a legitima- 
lion card may carry samples but not goods for sale (mer 
chandises), and in this matter the provisions of the Inter- 
national Convention for the Simplification of Customs 
formalities are to apply. 

National treatment is provided for in navigation, except in 
revard to the coasting trade, which will be regulated accord- 
ing to the laws of the two Parties, but most-favoured-nation 
treatment in respect of this trade is stipulated. National 
treatment is also given in regard to the protection of patents, 
trade-marks and designs. 

The provisions of the Treaty will not apply to the overseas 
dominions of Belgium until two months have elapsed from 
the date on which the Belgian Government declares its 
adhesion to the Treaty on their behalf. 

A protocol to the Treaty regulates the jurisdiction applic- 
able to Belgian subjects in Siam. 


FRANCE-NORWAY. 


CONVENTION REGARDING WINES AND 
SPIRITS. 

The French * Journel Officiel ’ for 17th April contains 
the text of a Convention between France and Norway, signed 
on 12th April, concerning the importation of French wines 
and spirits into Norway, and which replaces the Convention 
of 23rd April, 1921. 

By this Convention the Norwegian Government permits 
the importation, sale and transport of French wines (in 
cask or bottle) cohtaining not more than 21 degrees of 
alcohol without limitation as to consumption, and 
accords to French wines as favourable treatment as_ is 
accorded to similar products from other countries as regards 
import, transport, sale or consumption. . 

As from the date of the withdrawal of the prohibition 
against the import of spirituous liquors, the Wine Monopoly 
Society is authorised to import spirits and liqueurs irrespec- 
live of alcoholic content when accompanied by the necessary 
certificate of a French Official Laboratory, which must also 
allest the original title. If containing more than 60 degrees 
alcohol wine must not be sold in the interior without 
special sanction. 

The French Laboratory Certificate is accepted as guarantee 
of quality, etc., for products sold under special manufac- 
turers’ mark. Alcoholic preparations, other than men- 
tioned above, for pharmaceutical or veterinary purposes, for 
technical or scientific use, shall be guaranteed by certificate 
issued by a French Official Laboratory. 

The ‘* Regional Appellations ’’ applied to French wines 
are as agreed between the two Governments. 

The text of the Convention (in French) may be seen on 
application to the Tariff Section of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





NORWAY-SPAIN. 


MODIFICATION OF COMMERCIAT 
CONVENTION. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’ of 20th April publishes the 
iexts of Notes exchanged between Spain and Norway on 7th 
and 11th April, 1927, which modify the terms of the Com- 
mercial Convention of 7th October, 1922. 

By this revised agreement the Norwegian Government 
undertake to permit the importation, sale and transport of 
Spanish wines containing not more than 21 degrees of 
alcohol without any limitation of consumption, and not to 
impose such taxes as might impede the importation of 
Spanish wines and sparkling wines. 

The importation, sale, transport and consumption, in 
Norway, of spirits and strong wines accompanied by proper 
Spanish certificates guaranteeing the composition of the 
beverages will be permitted, but, except in exceptional cir- 
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cumstances and with the consent of the King, the sale of 
liquors containing more than 60 degrees of alcohol will not 
be permitted in the interior of Norway. Spanish agents 
may circularise private clients and advertise their goods 
otherwise than through the Wine Monopoly Society, but 
only in their firm’s name, not their own. 





Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








BERMUDA. 


REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

The Customs Tariff Act, 1926 (No. 45 of 1926), specifies the 
Customs duties leviable on goods imported into Bermuda 
during the year 1927. 

The only change in the duties as compared with the 1926 
Tariff is that coal imported from Great Britain is placed on 
the free list. 


es re Gee 


CANADA. 


CANADA-BRITISH WEST INDIES AGREEMENT. 


Under a Proclamation dated 28th April, 1927, it is pro- 
vided that the rates of duty specified in the Agreement 
entered into between Canada and the British West Indies 
on 6th July, 1925, shall be extended on and after 30th April, 
1927, to goods imported into Canada when the produce or 
manufacture of the said Colonies, except the concession 
regarding bananas, which is not to be extended until the 
establishment of the steamship service provided for in 
Article 13 of the Agreement. 


CANADA-BRITISH WEST AFRICAN 
COLONIES. 





PREFERENCE WITHDRAWN ON COCOA 
BEANS. 

An Order in Council of 22nd March, 1927, withdraws as 
from 30th April, 1927, the benefit of the British Preferential 
Tariff from the British Colonies of the Gold Coast, Lagos and 
the other British Possessions to the west of the Niger, on 
cocoa beans, not roasted, crushed or ground, -and applies 
to those goods the produce of the said Colonies the Inter- 
mediate Tariff. 


Dy 


GOLD COAST. 





CUSTOMS DUTY ON FILMS. 

Order in Council No. 6 of 1927, dated 20th April, 192°, 
provides that the following item shall be added to the First 
Schedule of the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1924, specifying 
the Customs duties leviable on goods importeu into the Gold 
Coast Colony, with effect from the Ist June, 1927 :— 

13 A, Cinematograph films 1s. per 100 linear feet. 





PROHIBITIONS OF IMPORT. 


The undermentioned Orders in Council prohibit the im- 
portation into the Gold Coast Colony of the following 
articles, with effect from the dates specified :— 

Order in Council No. 5 of 1927, with effect from Ist June, 
1927 :— 

Cinematograph films, except at the port of Accra. c 

Order in Council No. 7 of 1927, with effect from 15th 
July, 1927 :-— 

Milk, condensed or evaporated, containing less than 9 per 
centum by weight of milk fat, and dried milk or milk 
powder containing less than 26 per centum by weight of 
milk fat. 





PALESTINE. 





ADDITIONS TO FREE LIST. 


A notice dated 19th April, 1927, issued under the Customs 
Duties Exemption Ordinance, 1924, states that the followin 
additions have been made to the Schedule of Exemptions 
from Customs duties :— 

Gold-plated wire, pladdium coil and felspar. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES - Continued. 





TRINIDAD. 





CANADA-WEST INDIES AGREEMENT. 

A Proclamation dated 25th April, 1927, notifies that the 
Agreement made at Ottawa on 6th July, 1925, between the 
Dominion of Canada and the British West Indian Colonies 
came into force, so far as affects the Colony, on 30th April, 
1927. 


a —-__—_— ___ 


FOREIGN. 





BELGIUM. ; 





IMPORTATION OF DUTIABLE ARTICLES BY 
POST. 


A recent Belgian Customs Circular reports that, as from 
Ist May, dutiable goods may be imported by post subject to 
certain conditions, 

Dutiable goods sent by ordinary or registered letter post 
must bear a conspicuous green label, as prescribed by the 
Universal Pestal Convention of Stockholm, and must be 
accompanied by, or contain, a Customs declaration. All 
such letters are examined at Brussels, irrespective of their 
origin or ultimate destination. Such packets, if the amount 
of duty on the contents is less than 50 centimes, are exempt 
from duty, and a similar allowance is made as regards 
luxury and transmission taxes, except that if the latter 
exceed 50 centimes ‘‘ excess ’’ stamps will be affixed for pay- 
ment of the difference by the receiver. 

Packets to which a green label is not affixed are subject 
to Customs duty, but no fine is inflicted unless the payment 
due from the receiver exceeds 2 francs. 

The previous regulations concerning the importation by 
post of sample leaf tobacco in quantities over 100 grammes 
remain in force. 


es 


GREECE. 


[IMPORT OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
the ‘* Journal’’ of 12th May (page 542), it should be noted 
that the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Athens 
has now forwarded a translation of the Decree of 14th April, 
laying down revised regulations respecting the import of 
fruit, vegetables, etc., into Greece. 

This Decree, which came into force on 15th April, permits 
the import into all parts of Greece of dry currants, wine 
lees, must and wine; all dry seeds; fresh fruits (except 
grapes from infected places); dry fruits such as nuts, with- 
out earth, and dry truffles, mushrooms, etc.; dry pharma- 
ceutical plants; dry tanning plants, pulverised or not; dry 
gall-nuts, acorns and tanning leaves; dry straw, hay, esparto 
grass, leaves and flowers; dry timber; industrial and agri- 
cultural products such as oilcakes (except grape husks); dry 
or fresh marine plants without earth; clean sand, pottery 
clay, talc and earth for industrial purposes. 

The import is permitted into infected or suspected dis- 
lricts of Greece of fresh cuttings, roots and grafts (except of 
the vine), and fresh fruits (except grapes), vegetables, tubers 
such as potatoes), onions, garlic, etc., and mushrooms 
coming from certain countries, including England and 
Ireland. These articles must, however, be accompanied by 
a certificate (in French or translated into French or Greek) 
issued by a competent authority of the country of origin and 
attested by a Greek Consular authority. Except as regards 
fresh fruits, the goods must be packed in sealed bags or 
cases, without earth. 

Imports into uninfected districts of Greece are subject to 
restriction. Provision is, however, made for the import of 
cuttings and grafts (except of the vine) under special per- 
mission, and subject to certain formalities. Further, plants, 
with or without roots, tubers and bulbs which were ordered 
before Ist April will be allowed to be imported into such 
districts until the end of May, provided they are accom- 
panied by the certificate referred to above. 





REIMPOSITION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CERTAIN ANIMALS AND FOODSTUFFS. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
the ‘‘ Journal’? of 12th May (page 542), H.M. Minister at 
\thens reports that the Decree of 12th March has been 
cancelled, and replaced by a further Decree, dated 15th 
April, the effect of which is shown below. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Freedom from import duty is continued in respect of the 
following :— 

Fresh meat (Tariff No. 2 (a)). 

Cheese (Tariff No. 3 (a)).° 

Melted cooking butter, salted or not, and sheep or goal 
th salted or not, intended for melting (ex Tariff No. 3 
(D) ). 

Milk, sterilised or not, and condensed milk (ex Tariff 
No 3 (ce) ). 

Foodstuffs obtained from fisheries, except red and black 
caviar and botargo (ex Tariff No. 4). 

Pulse (Tariff No. 9 (a)-(f) ). 

The duties of the Customs Tariff are reimposed in respect 
of the following, the conversion from gold to paper 
drachme being carried out at the rates indicated, viz. :— 

Three paper drachme per gold drachma:— 

Bulls, bullocks, cows, buffaloes, calves, sheep and goats, 
lambs ana kids, and swine (Tariff No. 1 (a-:h).. 

Birds of all kinds (Tariff No. 1 (q)- 

The full rate of 14 paper drachme per gold drachma:. - 

Potatoes (Tariff No. 9 (k) ). 

Fresh fruit and vegetables (Tariff Nos. 12 (a) and 13 (a) ). 





HONDURAS. 





NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


H.M. Consul at Tegucigalpa reports that the National Con- 
gress has approved the new Honduranean Customs Tariff, 
which had been prepared for the consideration of the Legis- 
lature by the Permanent Commission. 

No copy of the Tariff is yet available in the Board of Trade, 
but it is understood that the new classification is an exten- 
sive one and corresponds closely to that of the United States 
Tariff. The new rates of duty will come into foree on 
ist August next. 





ITALY. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rome re- 
ports, by telegraph, that the price fixed for the period 22nd 
to 28th May for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 356 lire per 100 lire gold, i.e., the surcharge when 
the duties are paid in paper is 256 per cent. 

(The price of certificates for the previous week was 359 
lire per 100 lire gold.) 





JAPAN. 





PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF CERTAIN 
KWANTUNG PRODUCTS. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘* Journal’’ of 3lsl 
March (page 373) regarding a Bill submitted to the Japanese 
Legislature providing for an extension of the list of goods 
originating in the Kwaniung Province which are exempt 
from import duty on importation into Japan, the Board of 
Trade have now received the text of the measure as passed. 

Two schedules (A and B) are annexed to this Law, Schedule 
A specifying the goods entirely exempt from import dui) 
and Schedule B the articles in respect of which a part of the 
duty is remitted. The following statement enumerates the 
articles affected by the Law :— 

Schedule A includes: Jute yarns (No. 280); manufactures 
of tissues not otherwise provided for, using as raw 
materials cotton tissues produced in Japan, Korea, Formosa, 
Japanese Sakhalin or Kwantung Province, and oil produced 
in Kwantung Province (No. 343 ex 2); building materials 
(in powdered form), of which the principal raw material is 
magnesite or dolomite (No. 435 ex 2 B); special steel contain- 
ing not less than 0°5 per cent. by weight of chrome, 
tungsten, or molybdenum (ingots and slabs refined in 
Kwantung Province and bars, rods, plates and sheets made 
therefrom) (No. 462, 2 ex 1); electric resistance materials 
containing nickel or chrome (ingots and slabs refined in 
Kwantung Province and wire made therefrom). (ex No. 476). 

Schedule B includes: Hardened soya bean oil (using as 
raw material soya bean oil produced in Kwantung Pro- 
vince) admitted at yen 1:20 per 100 kin (ex No. 120); and 
manufactures of tissues not otherwise provided for, using 
as raw materials tissues of flax produced in Japan, Korea, 
Formosa or Japanese Sakhalin (including mixtures with 
other vegetable fibres) and oil produced in Kwantung Pro- 
vince (No. 343 ex 2), at a duty of ven 2-85 per 100 kin. 

(Note.—Dufies on above, when imported from foreign 
countries, are (No. .120) 20 per cent. ad valorem, (No. 343, 2) 
35 per cent. ad valorem.) : 








618 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





NORWAY. 


IMPORT AND SALE OF SPIRITS, WINE AND 
BEER. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 17th 
March (page 320), it should be noted that the Bill to revise 
the legislation regarding the importation into and sale in 
Norway of spirits, wines, fruit wines, mead and beer became 
law on 5th April. 

In virtue of a Royal Resolution of the same date, issued 
under the Law, the A/S Vinmonopolet is granted the sole 
right of importation of, and trade in, spirits, wines, fruit 
wines, mead and beer. They have the sole right of retail 
sale in these beverages (with the reservation of the right of 

‘samlags’’ to trade in municipalities where ‘‘ samlags ”’ 
exist) subject to licences issued by the municipal authori- 
ties. The Company also have the sole right of importing 
and dealing in tax-free denatured spirits, under regulations 
to be issued by the Ministry of Finance. 


REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

H.M. Minister at Oslo reports that the Storthing has 
accepted proposals for a revised Customs Tariff, which came 
into force on the 14th May. The individual items are, how- 
ever, still to be considered in detail by the Storthing. The 
new rates are subject to the existing temporary surtaxes of 
50 or 60 per cent., as well as to payment at the gold rate. 
The latter requirement is expected to be withdrawn on Ist 
July. 

The following statement shows the amended rates of duty 
which, it is understood, are now applicable in respect of 
certain goods, together with the former rates for purposes 
of comparison. Particulars of the duties on any other 
classes of goods may be obtained from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 











Import Duty. 


Tariff No. and Articles. see : 
Former. | New. 











| Kr. per kilog.|Kr. per kilog. 


48. —— fishing nets (owine or| 
nes 0.16 0.04 


50. Cotton tissues interwoven wi ith | | 
threads of rubber, guttapercha | | 
and the like ... | 1.50 | 1.80 

54, Ootton hosiery with trimmings of | 
embroidery, silk, blonde, lace or 
the like, or with gilk lining a 2°25* 

55. Ootton blonde, lace, insertions and 
the like 6* 

56. Cotton bobbinet and tulle (except 
stiff tulle); also curtain nets | 
with more than i1 running 
threads per 24 cms... . 4 | 

57. Stiff cotton tulle, other curtain 
nets not mentioned above, and | 
other openwoven or transparent | | 
tissues, when they are either em- | 
broidered or interwoven with | 
patterns, figures, stripes or 
checks (not including em- 
broidery on canvas) ... | 

58. Embroidered lengths of cotton. | 

| 
“| 





2.25 | 2.50 


out out or not ... 

er cotton tissues of one colour 

or bleached: 
61. Bookbinders’ cloth 
62. Of one colour .... 
63. Bleached ... se ne 
Rubber footwear, “not elsewhere 
mentioned in the Tariff, com- | 
bined or not with other. 
materials, including footwear | 
of tissue with rubber soles: | 
. Overshoes with uppers of) 
multi - coloured cloth or 
trimmed with oilk plush or'| 
imitation fur . i 1.50 
250. 2. Overshoes with “uppers of 
cloth of one colour, not 


Free 
0. 50 


* 


0.50 


ee 


249. 


— 





: trimmed as above 1 1.25 
251. 3. Other... i | 0.80 
Clothing and made-up. articles of | 
fabrics, not elsewhere men- 
tioned in the Tariff: | 
1. Impregnated or coated with 
oil, varnish, rubber or the 
like, or made of such mate- 
rials, or coated with cellu- 
loid : | 
329. (a) When the tissue is wholly 
or partly of silk 6* 10 
330. (6) When the tissue is wholly 
or partly of woo 2.60 2 
331. (c) Oiled clothing of other 
materials 1.10 | 0.60 
332. (d) Other 1.10 | 1.50 


2. Other clothing, etc., and sewn | 
parts thereof, even not com- 
pletely finished : 

A. Collars, cuffs and serviettes 
of cotton or linen, 
starched or not, and other 
starched cotton or linen 
articles, provided that they 
— imported in a wholly 

partly starched state 
(ins ding weight oe = 
immediate packing) . - 2 2 


* Temporary ad oe vo duty leviable. 
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TS 


Import Duty, 





Tariff No. and Articles. 
Former. | New. 








B. Neckties 
weight of cards, frames, 
wrappers and similar im- 
mediate packing): 

1. Of natural silk: 

Pure silk ue a ™ 12* 22 
Of mixed silk bea - 8* | 12 

2. Of artificial silk even 
combined with other 
materials in any oaeeal 
tion _— 12 or 8* 

3. Other... ; | 4 

C. Other. —Dutiable as the 
tissue predominating on the 
exterior with the following 
surtaxes 

(a) When it consists of cot- | 
ton, linen and similar 
materials ve 0.75 0.75 

(6) When it consists ot wool . 
or artificial silk . 1:50 or 3* | 1.50 

(c) When it consists of silk 
or mixed silk ; 3* 4 

D. When the stuff is trimmed 
with embroidery (even 
machine-made) or  orna- 
mented with appliqué | 
work, blonde, embroidered | 
bands, or lace, passemen- 
terie, pearls, silk bows, 
silk tissue, fur and the 
like, or when any part of 
the ‘exterior tissue (not in- 
cluding the ordinary col- 
lars, the ordinary button 
trimmings, buttonholes, or 
ordinary ribbon or braid 
borders) is subject to ua 
higher duty than the prin- 
cipal tissue, or when the 
articles are ‘lined with silk 
(exclusive of exterior rib- 
bons and trimmings), the 
surtax shall be calculated 
as follows: 

(a) When the predominating 
tissue consists of cotton, 
linen or similar mate- 
rials 1°50* 1.50 

(b) When it consists of wool 


bo 





or artificial silk 4 or 6* 4 
(c) When it consists at silk 
or mixed silk 6* 8 
Cereals: 
1. Not ground: per 100 ‘pom per 100 kilogs. 
, Barley A 7 be ee 0.22 Free 
390. a al, kaa 0.40 1.20 
350. Wheat = sons = sil 0.60 2 
2. Ground 
Groats: 
360 Of oats - pee _ ils 1 3 
361. Of wheat, including semo- 


lina and Cabanca grits; 

also groats prepared with 

eggs, millet ont. and 

manna groats ies 2 4 
Flour and meal: 

365. Ot oats (including the 
weight of the onetime 
packing) oes .| 

566. a 


Iron and steel: 

477. ‘Tool eteel and other alloyed 
steel, such ag nickel steel, 
manganese steel, chrome steel 
and tungsten steel . oes Free 

478. Other steel, rods and ‘bars more 
than 10 mm. in_e greatest 
diameter of section and hoop 
iron over 160x3 mm, - Free 2 

479. Steel, rod and bar iron, other | 
kinds, also bolts and switches 
for railway and tramway 
vehicles, sleeper iron, rails 
and sleepers for railways _... Free Free 

Note.—The Customs Depart- 
ment may permit the duty-free 
importation of tool steel and 
ferro-alloys on proof that they 
are not manufactured in 














lod 
aN 


| 10% ad val. 





Norway. | 
Wood screws, polished, even ; 
galvanised : per kilog. per kilog. 
486. 12 mm. or more in diameter .. 0.10 0.02 
487. From 8 to 12 mm, in diameter 0.10 | 0-05 
488. From 4 to 8 mm. in diameter . 0.10 9.15 
489. Less than 4mm, in diameter ... 0.10 | 0.20 


491. Nails and tacks, tenter and other 
hooks, 4 mm, or more long, 
also horseshoe nails and one 
nails ” ‘ 0.05 | 0.04 

Pipes and pipe fittings, “cast, 
drawn or rolled, open, welded | 
or soldered with a thickness 


of wall: 

494. (a) Not. over 18 mm. a 0-005 3 
495. (b) Other 0.005 | 0.005 
513. Knives and forks, not claasi fied 
elsewhere, with handlee other 

than oe fibre, wood, iron or 
celluloi 0.35 | 0.70 
Silk, eee A imitation silk and 
wares thereof, and of other 
textiles combined with silk. 
not elsewhere mentioned in 





seo Tariff : | 
652. Wast iw one eee ie Free Free 
Span or not: | 
653. Of egilk vai owe Be 9% | 6 
654. Of artificial silk ..  ... " 2° = 





* Temporary ad ao ee duty leviable. 
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(including the|Kr. per kilog. kr. per kilog. 








Mat 
cs) 
655. 
656. 
657. 
658. 
659. 

F 
681. 
682. 
683. 

W 
797. 

| 
. 
i 
{ 
] 
1%,  V 
799. 
200. 
01.  F 
2. © 
ri 
$03. 
804. 
$05. 
306. 
807, 
08. 
0. OT 
H 
810, 
Sit. 
819. 
13. TT} 
4. oR} 
iiinis 
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Ss__”~ ~~ 


Import Duty. 





Tariff No. and Articles. 
Former. New. 





Kr. per kilog. | Kr. per kilog. 
Wadding, Dostieng cloth 5* 5 


4 Blonde, lace, ne 
lengths, openwork, and the 


like, bobbinet and tulle fi 15* 30 
Other woven wares, knitted and | 


netted stuffs and wares, 
trimmed or not: 
Of silk 
657. 1. Of silk alone or combined 


with metal thread or 
yarn spun over metal! 
thread or silk, in any 
proportion, of silk alone 
or combined with thread 
or yarn of these kinds, 
together with up to 20 
per cent. of other textile 





materials, velvet. and | 

plush, whose face is com- | 

pletely of ak sis | Q* 20 
658. 2. Other i a a 4* 10 


Of artificial silk, even com- 
bined with other textile 
materials in any propor: 
tion: 

659. Knitted and 

ane wares, » SE or not! 4 

Other. 8 or 4* 

Footwear: 

681. Of or containing silk, and of! 
fabric with inwoven metal) 
thread ... eee 6 12 

682. Of other cloth or of felt ... on 1-75 9 

683. Of lacquered, shagreened, | 
bronzed, alumed, varnished) 
leather, black or other dyed) 
leather, even combined with| 
other kinds of skin or leather | 

Wool and woo) goods: 

797. Wool and shoddy one woo!) 
waste - Free 
(The duty is “assessed on the 

eS 4 of the goods in the 
hg age state, grease amounting 
to 5% or less being disregarded. 
Detailed regulations are to be 
issued by the Customs Depart: | 
ment. If the goods are im- 
ported in the unwashed state 
und the grease amounts to over 
5%, the weight is to be calcu-| 
lated according to a scale laid! 
down by the Customs Depart 
ment.) 





netted = stufis 


n> 


4.50 or 2 4.20 


0.25 


798. yess iis on vie vs 0.06 0.30 
arn 
799. Not dyed 0.20 0.50 
300. Dyed or shot; ‘also yarn ‘mixed | 
‘with metal thread 0.30 0.62 
801 Felt and press cloth for technical | 
use; clothing for paper 
machinery cloth list ove 
$02. Other felt .- 
Carpets and carpeting : 
Knotted, also sewn and 
fringed: 
$05. With not more than 250 knots R 
per metre . an . . Re 0.60 2 
or an no 8 per | 
804, With more t D 640° | 7 


Free Free 
1 1.30 





metre 
Plushy, ‘not knotted, with cut| 
pile: 
805. Carpeting .. : soe .| 0.60* 
306. Carpets, even sewn or fringed | 0.60* 1.20 
Other kinds: | 
807. Carpeting... 0.60* 0.30 
808, Carpets, even sewn ‘or fringed | 0.60* 0.60 
809 Tissues for girths and belly! | 
bands ... si a ; 0.50 0.70 
Hosiery, knitted, crocheted, 
netted or woven, dyed or not. | 
also wearing apparel of| 
hosiery, finished, even with) 
huttons, lining, borders, 
ribbons, etc.. composed of a 
material liable to a higher 
duty than such wearing 
apparel: 
810. (a) Stockings, 
mittens, coarse ad ae 0.60 
811. (b) With embroidery or silk, 
blonde, lace and the like, 2-25* 
; or with silk lining 
812. (c) Other including caahaien of | 
all kinds ... 1.50 1.85 
Note.—Stockings “are. con- | 
sidered coarse when thev have 
a leneth of 60 centimetres 
from the heel and weigh 200 
erammes or more per p2ir. | 
and other lengths in the same 
proportion: mittens are 
reckoned as coarse when they 
have not more than 1 or ? | 
fingers and weigh at least 100 
grammes per pair. Jackets 
and vests are considered coarse 
when, being of a length of #&# 
| 


jackets, vests, 


0-85 


centimetres, they weigh 45° 
grammes or more each. and 
other lengths in proportion. 


83. Tissues combined with threads 
of rubber, gutta-percha and 
, the like ... 1°50 1.85 
14. Blonde, lace, embroidered bande, 
insertions and the sike, alec 
—____—bobbinet and tulle ... 4 4.35 


* Temporary ad re duty leviable. 
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Tariff No. and Articles. 








| 
| Former. | New. 
| 


‘Kr. per kilog. |Kr. per ki , 

815. Other open-woven or transparent ? | : — 

tissues, embroidered, or woven 

in patterns, figures, stripes or | 

checks (embroldery on canvas 

excepted) 2 9.35 
Note.—Goods shall be dutiable | 

as open-woven or transparent 

when intervals of at least one 

thread can be distinguished be- 

tween the single threads outside 

the embroidery or the _ inter- 

woven close figures, stripes, etc., 

or should this be impossible, 

when a square of one-half metre 

side weighs 20 grammes or less. 

Other goods of wool: 

816. (a) 1. Tissues weighing 55 

grammes or less per square 

of one-half metre side, also 

handkerchiefs, table and 

other covers, and tissues 

for furniture and blinds, 


such as damask, reps, 
plush, ete. on ae sis 1-75* | 2.10 
817. 2. Neckerchiefs or fichus, 


not specially mentioned in| 


the Tariff without any 
other ornaments oman the 
fringes of silk ... 3.75* 
818. (b) Other, even if the ‘goods 
contain pure or mixed silk 
threads, provided the silk | 
does not weigh more than 
3% of the total welgnt of | 
the articles iol 1.25* 
Note 1.—Tissues of wool | 
mixed with silk pay as silk 
tissues; the same tissues | 
mixed with hair (provided | 
that they be not classed 
under hair) or with other 
textile materials, shall be| 
dutiable as woollen goods.) 
Note 2.—Tissues of wool, | 
sewn, embroidered or | 
otherwise ornamented shal: | 
be dutiable as clothing, | 
except hosiery, embroid- 
ered lengths and embroid- 
ered open-woven or trans- 
parent wares which are 
classified under No. 815, 
and which are not woven 
with designs, patterns, 
stripes or checks. 


Loe | 
~] 
y) 

















* Temporary ad valorem duty leviable. 


PORTUGAL, 








PROTECTION OF THE COD FISHING 
INDUSTRY. 


A recent Portuguese Decree makes provision for the pro. 
tection and development of the national cod fishing 
industry. Some of the principal provisions of the Decree 
are as follows :— 

1. Cod, whether salted or in brine, fished in national 
vessels with Portuguese crews, will in future be liable to 
the following taxes only :—Fish tax 4 centavo per kilog., 
Harbour Board tax 0°3 cto. per kilog., and a stamp tax of 
1 per cent, of the fish tax. 

Foreign vessels do not pay the fish tax or the Harbour 
Board tax, but the stamp tax is 3 per mille ad valorem. 

2. As regards bodies engaged in the industry, the capital 
invested in the industry and the products thereof shall be 
exempt from all taxation as long as the national supply of 
fish is not sufficient for national consumption. 

3. Portuguese Companies may import duty free all 
material and machinery destined exclusively for preparing, 
curing, drying and _ refrigerating fish, in so far as the 
material and machinery are not manufactured in Portugal. 
This privilege is to be subject to the fulfilment of certain 
conditions. 

4. Equipment, utensils, provisions and stores for cod 
fishing vessels and their crews may be cleared under the 
re-exportation regulations. 

5. Cod, fresh, in brine or simply salted, will enjoy a 
reduction of 30 per cent, of the normal taxes when imported 
in national vessels. (These taxes are the import duties of 1 
or 4 cto. per kilog.) 

The text of the Decree (in Portuguese) may be seen by 
persons interested on application to the Department o 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London. S.W. - 





CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFIED. 


The ‘‘ Diario do Governo”’ for 17th Mav contains a 
Decree (No. 13616) of the same date modifying the Portu- 
guese Customs Tariff. New Tariff headings are raised for 
smoothing irons and certain firearms: the duties on files, 
buttons and umbrellas and parasols have been increased 
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and the wording of four other Tariff headings has been 


slightly altered. 
Particulars of the modifications, which come into force on 


Ist July, are given below :— 
1. The following new headings are incorporated in the 
Tariff :— 





Rates of Duty. 





} 
' 
| 
| 














Tariff. Articles. | 
Maximum. | Minimum. 
Escudos (gold). 

643A Blinds (estores) of wood or 

other vegetable materials .. per kilog. 1°20 0°40 
686A Electric smoothing irons per kilog. 0°30 0°10 
686bL Smoothing irons, not specially 

mentioned .. Re .. per kilog. 0°18 0°6 
7o2A Carbines with reduced range, 

rifled or not, calibre not | 

greater than 54 mm. _ each 4°00 2°00 


7528 Carbines with reduced range, 
calibre 6 to 9 mm., with 
smooth bore .. - os each 4°00 2°00 

797B Guns, hammerless, complete or 

incomplete, breechloading, ; 
single barrelled side a each 9°00 4°50 
859A Thermos fiasks, complete or 

incomplete »% . 0°60 0°20 


= — 











per kilog. 
i 
». The duties on the undermentioned goods are increased 
to the rates shown :— 








Buttons of passementerie or Escudos (gold). 
covered with fabrics :— 
i21 Containing silk a per kilog. 12°00 6°00 
422 Not containing silk per kilog. 4°00 2°00 
567 Files : se - per kilog. 0°60 0°30 
Umbrellas and parasols :— 
816 Covered with pure or mixed 
rs inn oe each 3 00 1°50 
817 - Not elsewhere specified .. each 1°40 0°70 














3. The undermentioned Tariff headings are modified to 
read as follows, the rates of duty being unaltered :— 





83 | Wooden poles or posts for electric current w-res, impregnated or 
not, simply debarked and without any other working or 
accessories, even painted or treated with preservatives for not 

| more than two metres. 

487 | Fish not elsewhere specified. 


648 | vw ooden furniture, carved, veneered, waxed, pol'shed or varnished, 
turned, painted, upholstered except with leather and imitations 

| the:eot or fabrics containing silk. 
797 Guns, complete or not, breech loading, hamme:less with more than 


one bairel. (See above, No. 757B.) 








A further Decree of the same date provides for the raising 
of a new Tariff heading for waste rubber with a duty of 
1 centavo per kilog. under the Maximum Tariff and 
} centavo under the Minimum Tariff. Rubber is to be 
classed as ‘‘ waste’ when it cannot be used as manufac- 
tured rubber. 





SPAIN. 


EXPORT OF PLANTS, FRUIT, SEEDS, ETC. 
The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ’’ for 4th May contains a Decree, 
dated 29th April, which, with a view to safeguarding the 
quality of exported produce, prescribes regulations regard- 
ing the certification of all living plants, etc., shipped from 
Spain. 

The Decree provides that a phytopathological certificate 
and a certificate of quality must be shown to the Customs 
before any of the following articles may be exported from 
Spain :—Living plants, and parts thereof; shoots, sprigs, 
runners, roots, tubers, bulbs, rhizomes, leaves, seeds and 
fruit, with or without peel, shell or husk, also saffron and 
pepper, ground. 

The text of the Decree (in Spanish) may be seen by 
persons interested on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Madrid 
reports, by telegraph, that the rate of surcharge for the 
period 20th to 3ist May in respect of import and export 
duties, Customs fines, etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or 
notes of the Bank of Spain has been fixed at 9-38 per cent. 

(The surcharge for the previous period was fixed at 8°89 
per cent.) 





SPAIN (CANARY ISLANDS). 





IMPORT OF WHEAT AND FLOUR. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 3lst 
March (page 372) regarding the permission which had been 
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granted for the importation, into the Canary Islands, of 
fixed quantities of wheat and flour, under licence, it should 
be noted that the *‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” for the 15th May 
contains a Royal Order, dated 13th May, which stil] 
further relaxes the restrictions on the importation of these 
products. 

The Order provides that, for the time being, foreign 
wheat and flour may be imported into the Canary Islands 
without restriction as to quantity and formality except that 
importers must make previous application for an import 
licence to the Civil Government of the Province. Licences 
will only be granted to merchants and agents legally 
authorised to carry on this trade. In applying for permits 
it will be necessary to specify the quantities to be imported, 
their origin and the probable period (which must not 
exceed 60 days) within which importation will be effected. 





SWEDEN. 





EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN ANTIQUES AND 
CURIOS RESTRICTED. 


H.M. Minister at Stockholm reports that a Royal Decree 
dated 6th May prohibits the exportation from Sweden, ex- 
cept under licence, of certain antiques and curios dating 
prior to 1860 (furniture and household utensils of wood, 
wall and table clocks, buildings and parts and fixtures of 
buildings). 

The prohibition is in force for the period 7th May to isth 
June, but it is understood that the operation of the Decree 
may be further extended. 


— —_— ———_— __— 


TURKEY. 





PROVISIONAL AGREEMENTS: COEFFICIENTS. 

H.M. Representative at Constantinople reports that the 
National Assembly have sanctioned an amendment to the 
Law of 12th December, 1925, Article 1* of which now reads 
as follows :— 

‘The Customs duties subjected to a coefficient of. 5, 
according to Law No. 8 of 28th July, 1920, are subject to 
a coefficient of 8; those Customs duty subject to a co- 
efficient of 12 under Article 6 of Law No. 295 of 11th January, 
1923, are now subject to a coefficient of 15. Nevertheless, 
the produce of those countries with whom treaties of com- 
merce have been concluded are subject to the conditions of 
those treaties. The Council of Ministers is authorised to 
conclude provisional commercial agreements for a_ period 
not exceeding two years with foreign countries while awail- 
ing the conclusion and application of a definite commercial 
agreement. 

‘Tf the term fixed for the above-named agreements ends 
during a parliamentary vacation it shall continue auto- 
matically until fifteen days after the first.” 


— 
—_——- 


Proposed Tariff Changes. 


CUBA. 











FORTHCOMING NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


H.M. Representative at Havana reports, by telegraph, that 
a new Customs Tariff for Cuba will be published towards 
the end of June, to come into force on Ist July. Unlike the 
present Tariff, the new one will consist of two columns, 
with higher rates in the first than in the second column. 
The lower (second column) rates will be applicable to goods 
of United Kingdom origin. 

(So long as the United States-Cuba Reciprocity Treaty of 
llth December, 1902, remains in force, United States goods 
enjoy preferences of from 20 to 40 per cent. of the larifl 
duties—see the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 3lst December, 1902, p. 640.) 


—— 





* Article 1 of Law 691 of 12th December, 1825.—Customs duties 
subject to coefficient of 5, in virtue of Law of 18th July, 1920, 
are now to be subject to the coefficient 8. Nevertheless, the 
produce of countries having concluded Commercial Treaties we 
Turkey are subject to the provisions contained in the sal 
treaties. Provisional agreements are valid for a maximum 
period of six months, and can be renewed a second time subject 
to the decision of the Council of Ministers. 

The Customs duties now subject to the coefficients 9 and 12 
continue conformable to the provisions of relevant laws and 
conventions. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES— Continued. 


FRANCE. 








TARIFF REVISION BILL: CONSIDERATION BY 
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 


On 13th and 17th May the Chamber of Deputies dis- 
cussed the Bill for the revision of the French Customs lariff. 
The discussion was based on the text of the Bill as sub- 
mitted by the Customs Commission of the Chamber, a trans- 
lation of which was published in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ on the 
ist April (pp. 454-6). The discussion on the Schedules of 
oposed Tariffs duties will, it is understood, not be opened 
until the beginning of June. 

The following shows the extent to which the Articles of 
the Bill were adopted by the Chamber. Where the text 
adopted differs from that suggested by the Customs Com- 
mission, the alterations are indicated by italic type. 

Article 1 (dealing with import duties and import and 
export prohibitions) has been reserved for later discussion. 

Article 2 (Periodic tariff revision consequent on fluctua- 
tions in wholesale price index number).—Adopted. 

Article 3 (Value of goods dutiable on an ad valorem 
basis) —Adopted. 

Article 4 (Conditions of application of favourable tariff).— 
Adopted. 

Article 5 (Immediate enforcement of Tariff modifications 
necessitated by exceptional circumstances).—Adopted. 

Article 6 modified and now reads: ‘‘ In similar circum- 
stances and in like manner, the importation of foreign goods 
declared for consumption may be suspended, as well as the 
export of all produce and merchandise other than agricul- 
tural products, and those under the warehousing, transit 
and transhipment or temporary admission regime. ”’ 

Article 7 (Goods en route exempt from increased duties 
imposed under Art. 5).—Adopted. 

Article 8 (Administration of import prohibilions imposed 
under Art. 6).—Adopted. 

Article 9 modified by the deletion of first paragraph—.e., 
that given in the “ Journal ’’ of 21st April. (The Article 
now simply deals with penalties for illegal export of goods.) 

Article 10 (Extension of ‘‘ temporary admission ’’ system to 
certain goods).—Adopted. 

Article 10 bis. inserted. The Article in the original Bill 
proposing to exempt from import duty articles for building, 
fitting up and the upkeep of ships (which the Customs Com- 
mission suggested should be made the subject of a special 
Bill) was reintroduced. It provides as follows :—Deliveries 
of articles or products, raw or manufactured, to be used in 


the building, rigging, fitting out and upkeep of ships, shall, - 


on importation into France, be exempt from the duties 
prescribed in the Customs Tariff, and from the tax on 
import, on condition that, within a period to be determined 
by Decree, proof is furnished that such articles or products, 
raw or manufactured, have been used for the purposes 
specified. 

Such exemption does not, however, extend lo marine and 
duziliary engines of any system, electrical machines and 
apparatus, machine parts, boilers, anchors, chains and 
cables. If articles or products, raw or manufactured, which 
have been imported duty-free should be unloaded in order 
lo be used on land or even to be used in connection with 
internal navigation, the duties and taxes prescribed in the 
Tariff shall immediately become applicable. 

The conditions under which the above provisions shall be 
applied shall be regulated by Decrees issued, after consulta- 
lion with the Consultative Committee of Arts and Manufac- 
lures, on the proposal of the Minister in Charge of the Mer- 
chant Marine, of the Minister of Commerce and of Industry, 
and of the Minister of Finance. 

Article 11 (Repeal of ‘‘ special temporary admission ”’ 
regime ).—Adopted. 

Article 12 (Compulsory declaration of value of goods).— 
Adopted. | 

Article 13 (Removal from Customs of goods under sus- 
pended liquidation of duties).—Adopted. 

Article 14 (Goods abandoned or left in Customs custody). 
—Adopted. 

Article 15 (The Two Groups of French Colonial Territories). 
—Adopted. | 

Article 16 (Assimilated Colonies—free trade with France). 
—The third paragraph dealing with molasses is deleted. 
paaticte 17 (Tariff regime between France and non- 
Assimilated Colonies).—Adopted. 

geticle 18 (Application of French import duties and pro- 
- tions in Assimilated Colonies).—The following take the 
Mace of the second paragraph :—‘‘ Legislative provisions con- 
7 ‘ > ry’ ° . . 
oe Customs Tariffs must be promulgated within four 
penthe of their publication in the ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ of the 
rench Republic 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





As regards the enforcement of the new General Tariff, 
however, the period is, by way of exception, extended to 
siz months. 

Article 19 is amended (Special Tariffs in Assimilated 
Colonies): The following new paragraph is added after the 
third paragraph :—*‘ If a decision is not announced by the 
French Government within the prescribed period, the 
request of the Local Assembly concerning the matter shall 
be taken as approved. 

Article 20 (Local Tariffs in non-Assimilated Colonies ').— 
Adopted. 

Article 21 (Tariff treatment of Colonial goods in other 
French Colonies).—Adopted, subject. to the addition of a 
clause increasing the quantity of cotton tissues and cotton 
yarn, ot French Indian origin, coming under Art. 322 of the 
Codifying Decree of 28th December, 1926. 

Article 22 (‘‘ Nationalised ’’ foreign goods subject to differ- 
ence of duty between that already paid and Local Tariff).— 
Adopted. 


Article 23 (Conditions governing exemptions or reductions 
of duty under Articles 16 to 22).—Adopted. 


Article 24 (Export duties and prohibitions not applicable 
to shipments to Colonies; Colonial export duties and prohibi- 
tions).—Adopted. 


Article 25, amended form: Prohibitions or restrictions 
established by the French Import Customs Tariff in the 
interests of public order or as a consequence of a monopoly, 
are applicable to products originating in Algeria, the 
Colonies or African terrilories under French mandate. 

These prohibitions and restrictions apply only in the 
Mother Country. 

Article 26, amended form: Decrees issued in virtue of 
Articles 16 to 24 above must be submitted for ratification by 
the Chambers at the same time as their publication in the 
** Journal Officiel ’’ if the Chambers are in session, or, if 
they are not, during the first month of the ensuing session. 


For the purpose of Articles 15 to 26 of the present law, the 
term ‘‘ Customs duty’’ means the duties applied to foreign 
goods entering the Colonies, and does not inelude those 
applying to national merchandise. 


Article 27 (Duties levied on gross weight if duty does not 
exceed 150 frs. per 100 kilogs).—Adopted. 
Article 28 (date of enforcement).—Reserved for discussion. 


Two additional Articles were suggested by Deputies and 
were referred to the Customs Commission for consideration 
One of these proposed that the Tariff duties, as fixed, were to 
be reduced by one-twentieth on the Ist January, and by an 
equal amount on the Ist January in subsequent years, so 
that all duties would be suppressed by the twentieth year. 
The other proposed the extension ef the ‘*‘ temporary admis- 
sion ’’ regime to all goods not under that regime, subject to 
the payment of a duty of 2 per cent. ad valorem on import. 





TARIFF REVISION: CHANGES IN THE PRO- 

POSED TARIFF SCHEDULES (ADDENDA). 

The following should be added to the list of alterations 
in the Schedule to the Government Bill suggested by the 
Customs Commission of the Chamber of Deputies, these 
items having been inadvertently omitted from the list pub- 
lished at page 579 et seq. of last week’s issue of the 
‘* Journal ”’ :— 





4 ' | Proposed rate of 
Proposed Tariff No. and Classification. | i 
| (Minimum Tariff.) 





358. Fine tool steel ove eos ove oe Proposed Duty 
[The definition of fine tool steel unchanged 
contained in the footnote is 
amended to read: Ae fine tool 
steel is considered hardenable 
steel containing over 065% of 
carbon and at the same time less 
than 0-025% of sulphur and 0-030% 


of phosphorus. |} Franca 
ex 1339. Wine, cider, perry and oil presses: per 100 kilogs, 
Continuous ied 60 


Hydraulic—Dutiable under No. 
1254 


sd pe 

Other ... eee ose — sed a 110 

ex 1425. Parts and articles of compressed 
or baked carbon: 

For electric furnaces or (for 


electrolysis _... és pai ee Proposed Duties 
{Instead of ‘For other pur- unchanged 
poses, electrodes, soldering, 

etc.’’] 


1501. Completed to read—Pipe or tube 
flanges and joints of all kinds, of 
wrought iron, malleable cast 
iron, eteel, or cast iron, welded 
or weldless, rough or worked oe Proposed Duty 

unchanged 
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Government Notices. 
GENERAL SECTION. 








PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919. 
‘* LICENCES OF RiIGHT.”’ 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on the dates specified below : 


























No. and Year . 
of Datenk Grantee. | Title. 
16th May, 1927. 
143,176 (“Improvements relating to 
(9997/20) " — J} electric furnaces.”’ 
143,292 Moore, W. E. ... \ ‘*Improvements relating to 
(3693/19) | | electric furnaces.” 
206,770 Leysieffer, C. ... ‘‘Method of rendering cellu- 
(5220/23) lose derivatives non-in- 
flammable.”’ 
216,113 Akt. - Ges. Der “Improvements in and re- 
(10371/24) Maschinenfab- lating to guide and moving 
riken Escher, vanes for engines and ma- 
: Wyss, et Cie. chines with rotors, particu- 
larly hydraulic, steam and 
gas turbines.”’ 
216,732 Carrington, E. E. **An improved carrier at- 
(19498/23) tachment to cycle frames.”’ 
217,900 Soe. d’Electro- **An improved process for 
(14562/24) Chimie d’Elec- extracting tin from tin 
tro-Metallurgie containing minerals, alloys, 
et des Acieries scoria and scrap.”’ 
Electriques 
d’Ugine. 
218,303 Verney, J. L. L. ‘‘ Improvements in or relating 
(15355/24) to means for automatically 
controlling the temperature 
of furnaces.”’ 
219,231 Reitz, H: ‘‘Improvements in and re- 
(29205/23) lating to tools for straight- 
ening or reshaping bent 
| rims of cycle and other 
| wheels.’’ 
219,255 Matejewski, M... ‘‘Improvements in and re- 
(4822/24) lating to animal traps."’ 
219,272 ‘*A process for producing a 
(19012/23) Nederlandsche f non-peroxidising ether. ’’ 
219,273 Gist-en-Spiritus-|< *‘A process for producing 
(19026/23) Fabriek. chemically pure, toxic free 
| narcotising ether.” 
220,513 Keyser, J. J. ‘* Improvements in or relating 
(27806/23) to the spindles of spinning, 
doubling and twisting ma- 
chines.” 
221,319 | Howard, E. ‘Shorthand typewriting ma- 
(18801/23) | chine.”’ 
232,987 | Hamilton, A. ...| ‘Improvements in upholstery 
(10915/25) | | trimming strips.” 
| 19th May, 1927. 
193,027 | Granat, E. ...| Electric distant control 
(2807/23) | | system.” 
266,535 | Marks, E. C. R.| ‘Improvements in cleaning 
(5182/26) | and anr. | devices for cigar bunch 


concentrators.”’ 








(C‘ANCELLATION OF ENDORSEMENT OF PATENT ‘‘ LICENCES 
oF RIGHT.’ 


? 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Sub-section 5 of Section 24 of the Acts, the endorsement 
** Licences of Right ’’ upon Letters Patent No. 194956 bearing 
date 13th April, 1922, and granted to Johannes Franciscus 
Schleper for an invention entitled ‘‘ An improved method 
of jointing electric conductors,’’ was cancelled on the 20th 
day of May, 1927. 

The Patent Office. > W. S. Jarratt. 

Comptroller-General. 





WEIGHTS AND MEASURES EXAMINATION: 
SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. 

An examination was held during April last under Sec- 
tion 8 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904: The follow- 
ing candidates were successful in obtaining a certificate of 
qualification, viz.:—Messrs. F. W. Horsnell, L. E. Kirk, 
H. J. Latham, W. Stuart. 


| 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES—Continued. 





NOTICE TO IMPORTERS AND AGENTS. 
CUSTOMS DUTY ON TRANSLUCENT POTTERY 
AND VITRIFIED POTTERY, 
EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN ARTICLES. 


Importers and other persons concerned are hereby jin- 
formed that authority has been given by the Treasury to 
regard the following articles as exempt from the duty on 
translucent pottery and vitrified pottery, as from 19th April, 
1927, inclusive, namely :— 

(a) Children’s toy sets. 

(b) Fancy articles, the use of which in connection with 
the serving of food or drink is subsidiary, and the value of 
which does not exceed one shilling each. 

Packages containing any articles for which exemption is 
claimed under (a) above from the duty on _ translucent 
pottery and vitrified potiery should be entered by the im. 
porter or his authorised agent on the usual form of free 
entry, Customs Form No. 23 (Sale), the words ‘‘ Exempt 
from Translucent and Vitrified Pottery Duty ’’ being written 
against the relative items. 

Packages containing any articles for which exemption is 
claimed under (b) above from the duty on _ translucent 
pottery and vitrified pottery should be entered by the im- 
porter or his authorised agent on the usual form of duty 
entry, Customs Form No. 22 (Sale), the word ‘* exempt ”’ 
being written in the duty column on the entry against the 
relative items. 

Deposits of translucent pottery and vitrified pottery duty 
made in respect of any of the above-mentioned articles 
entered since 19th April, 1927, inclusive, will be repaid, and 
bonds entered intq to secure payment of duty in respect 
of such articles will be cancelled, on application to the 
Collector or other proper Officer of Customs and Excise at 
the port of importation where the deposit was made or the 
bond was entered into, as the case may be. 

Notice No. 147. 

Custom House, London, E.C. 3. 

24th May, 1927. 


- — 


Openings for British Trade 


NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘‘Qpenings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 














UNITED KINGDOM. 

MACHINERY FOR MAKING SPAGHETTI AND VER- 
MICELLI.—An enquiry has been received for the names 0! 
British manufacturers of machinery for making spaghetti and 
vermicelli. British manufacturers of the machinery in question 
can obtain the name and address of the enquirer on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Ref No. 700/1927.) 





AUSTRALIA. 

HARDWARE AND GROCERY LINES.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents in Brisbane desire to represent on a commission 
basis for Queensland British manufacturers of hardware an 
grocery lines. (Ref. No. 516.) 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of manufacturers 
agents in Sydney desire to represent on a commission basis for 
Australia British manufacturers of fancy goods and toilet 


also stationery and stationers 


articles. perfumes. soaps, etc. 
9 I 5 Pp 5 9 ave had 


sundries. The proprietor of this firm is understood to h 
a good experience of the paper trade. (Ref. No. 517.) 

NEW TYPES OF REINFORCEMENT, OR SPECIAL 
BARS FOR REINFORCED CONCRETE, SPECIAL DRILI- 
ING AUTOMATIC PLANT, ETC.—A Sydney firm desires ' 
represent for New South Wales, or for the whole of Australia, 
British manufacturers of new types of reinforcement or — 
bars for reinforced concrete; special machines or appliances +0 
use on reinforced concrete buildings; special drilling automatic 
“lant. (Ref. No. 518.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





TEXTILES AND ELECTRICAL LINES.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Sydney desire to represent, on a commission 
basis, British manufacturers of soft goods, particularly cotton 
piece-goods, and electrical lines, other than electrical machinery. 
(Ref. No. 519.) 

HOLLOWWARE (DOMESTIC), TABLE GLASS, SPORT- 
ING REQUISITES.—An agent in Melbourne desires to obtain 
the representation of British manufacturers of household 
aluminium and enamel ware, table glass, small electric light 
fittings, sporting shot guns and fishing tackle. The agent was 
formerly in the employ of a firm of hardware dealers and claims 
to have suitable connections in this trade. He would prefer to 
do business on a commission basis, but is prepared to buy straight 
out, and would cover the whole of Australia+*twice yearly from 
his headquarters in Melbourne. (Ref. No. 520.) 

TENDERS INVITED. , 

INSTRUMENT EQUIPMENT FOR BOILER HOUSE 
AND TURBINE ROOM.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia reports that the Municipal Council of Sydney are 
calling for tenders, to be presented by 18th July, for instrument 
equipment for the boiler house and turbine room at the 
Bunnerong Power Station. Further information can be 
obtained by firms desirous of offering material of British manu- 
facture on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 3531.) 

ONE TEN-TON TRAVELLING STEAM GANTRY CRANE. 
—The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Brisbane reports that 
the Queensland Government Harbours and Rivers Department is 
inviting tenders for the supply and erection of one ten-ton 
travelling steam gantry. Sealed tenders must reach Brisbane 
before noon on Monday, Ist August, 1927. Firms in a position 
to offer British plant can obtain further particulars on appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 4724.) 

PLATE BENDING AND STRAIGHTENING ROLLS (Con. 
tract No. 40436).—H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner at Melbourne 
reports that the Victorian Government Railways Commissioners 
are inviting tenders for the supply and delivery of plate bending 
and straightening rolls. Sealed tenders will be received at Mel- 
bourne, Australia, up to 11 a.m. on 135th July, 1927. Local 
representation is essential. Firms in a position to offer British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 4722.) 

ONE 55-TON ELECTRICALLY OPERATED OVERHEAD 
TRAVELLING CRANE (Specification No. 27/48).—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne reports that the State Elec- 
tricity Commission of Victoria is inviting tenders for the manu- 
facture, supply, delivery and also superintendence of erection, 
testing and putting into service at Richmond Power Station, 
Richmond, Victoria, of one 55-ton capacity three motor type, 
electrically operated overhead travelling crane, with a single 
crab equipped with two hoisting speeds, and a rail centres span 
of 40 teet, complete with all accessories. Sealed tenders must 


reach Melbourne before 15th August, 1927. Firms in a position .« 


to offer British materials can obtain further particulars on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 4727.) 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR AUSTRALIA. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A Director of a well- 
known Australian firm is at present visiting this country and 
ls open to consider a few first-class agencies. Replies should 
be addressed in the first instance to the Official Secretary, Com- 
mercial Bureau, Australia House, London, W.C. 2., quoting 


Ref. No. 410. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

GENERAL MECHANICAL MACHINERY AND = AP.- 
PARATUS.—A consulting engineer and manufacturers’ repre- 
sentative, who has had considerable experience in India, is at 
present in the United Kingdom with a view to negotiating with 
British manufacturers regarding their representation in this 
market. The applicant claims to have had experience in 
foundry equipment, printing machinery, printers’ furnaces, 
topeways, refrigerating machinery, etc., etc. (Ref. No. 521.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

RAILWAY MATERIAL.—The Directors of the South Indian 
Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders for 
the supply of :—(1) Twelve locomotive boilers, (2) spare parts 
of locomotive engines, (3) railway tickets, (4) fencing materials, 
0) galvanised fencing pales, and (6) water cranes. 

lenders will close on 3rd June for Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6, and 
on 10th June for Nos. 1 and 2. 

Specifications and forms of tender wiil be available at the 
epany’s offices. 91, Petty France, Westminster, London, 





RON AND STEEL (SPANS FOR GIRDER BRIDGES) .— 
the Directors of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Co.. Ltd., are 
Prepared to receive tenders closing on 31st May for eleven spans 
® girder bridges (100-feet span). Specifications and form of 
tender can be obtained at the company’s offices, 152, Gresham 
House, Old Broad Street, London, E.C. 2 

5, JG - IRON, CREOSOTE AND COTTON DUCK.—The 
prector-General, India Store Department, Branch No. 10, 
elvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, is inviting tenders for :— 
(1) Hematite pig-iron, West Cumberland, 1,250 tons -025 S. and 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


P., 400 tons -02 S. and P.; (2) 2,500 tons creosote to B.E.S.A. 
specification No, 144; and (3) 100,000 yards cotton duck. Tenders 
are due on 8th June for No, 1, 14th June for No. 2, and 16th 
June for No. 5. Specifications and forms of tender may be 
obtained from the Director-General, India Store Department, at 
the address given, at a fee of 5s, per set, which is not returnable, 


PAPER, TITAN LEDGER, AND DOGSPIKES.—The 
Director-General, India Store Department, Branch No. 10, 
Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, invites tenders for (1) Paper, 
— Ledger, or similar—1,600 reams, and (2) two million Dog- 
spikes. 

Tenders due 2nd June, 1927. Specifications and forms of tender 
obtainable from the above at a fee of 5s. per set, which will not 
be returned. 


CANADA. 

TWINES.—A_ manufacturers’ agent who was _ formerly 
manager of a Vancouver firm of dealers in industrial textiles 
desires to obtain the representation of manufacturers of jute 
and Italian hemp twines, hard fibre twines, including marline, 
and hosiery or polished cotton twine. (Ref. No. 522.) 

UPHOLSTERY FABRICS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Winnipeg, who have had many years’ experience in the sale 
of textiles in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, desire to 
obtain the representation of manufacturers of upholstery and 
drapery fabrics. (Ref. No. 523.) 

LINEN THREAD GILL NETS.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Winnipeg, selling to the sporting goods and hardware trades, 
desires to obtain the representation of a manufacturer of linen 
thread gill nets. (Ref. No. 524.) 

WOOL HOSIERY.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Montreal who hold agencies for artificial silk hosiery and other 
textiles desire to obtain the representation in Eastern Canada 
of manufacturers of wool hosiery. (Ref. No. 525.) 





NEW ZEALAND. 


ALUMINIUM HOLLOWWARE.—An agent resident in 
Auckland wishes te obtain the representation of a British 
manufacturer of aluminium hollowware, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of New Zealand. (Repetition of Ref. No. 504, 
which was shown in the “Journal” of 19th May, under 
‘“Canada.’’) (Ref. No. 526.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

FORFAR, WHITE MOLESKIN AND STRIPED SHIRT- 
ING.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington reports that 
the post and Telegraph Department, Wellington, New Zealand, 
is inviting tenders, under reference (PSS/1054), for the supply 
and delivery f.o.b. United Kingdom port of the following 
goods :— 

1,000 yards of forfar, 36 in., to sample. 
5,000 yards of white moleskin, 31 in-, to sample. 
5,000 yards of striped shirting, 30 in., to sample. 

Tenders must reach Wellington not later than noon on 30th 
June, 1927. Local representation is essential. Firms in a 
position to offer British materials can obtain further particulars 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 4712.) 

SUPPLY AND ERECTION OF A WATER TOWER IN 
STEEL OR REINFORCED CONCRETE.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in New Zealand reports that the New Zealand Gov- 
ernment Railways are inviting tenders for the supply and erec- 
tion of a water tower in steel or reinforced concrete. Tenders 
will be received at Wellington up till noon on Monday, July 
25th. Firms in a position to supply British materials can obtain 
further particulars regarding this call for tenders on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 4717.) 

110,000 VOLT SUSPENSION INSULATORS.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Wellington reports that the Public Works 
Department, New Zealand, are calling for tenders to be pre- 
sented by 9th August, 1927, for the supply and delivery of 
1,500 suspension insulator strings and 470 strain insulator 
strings. Firms desirous of offering insulators of British manu- 
facture may obtain further particulars upon application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 35533.) 





NORTHERN IRELAND. 


LADIES’ HANDBAGS.—A Belfast agent desires to secure 
the representation of a firm specialising in ladies’ handbags. 


(Ref. No. 527.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

FOUR OBSERVATION SALOONS (Tender No. 1001). 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape Town has forwarded a speci 
fication and drawings relative to a eall for tenders by the Soutls 
African Railway and Harbours for the supply and delivery of 
four observation saloons, type C. 21, with wheels and axles 
complete. Tenders must reach Johannesburg not later than 
noon on Thursday, 7th July, 1927. The specification and draw- 
ings can be seen by firms in a position to offer British materials, 
at the offices of the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 50}, 
355, Old Queen Street, ete ag §.W..1, until 28th May. (Ref. 
A.X. 4721.) ) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
EUROPE. 








AUSTRIA. 

IRON ORE, SMELTED ALUMINIUM AND NICKEL.—A 
firm in Vienna desires to secure the representation, on a com- 
mission basis, of British manufacturers or exporters of the 


above. (Ref. No. 528.) 
BELGIUM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS (Contract No, 1193).—The Com- 
mercial Secretary at Brussels reports that the Belgian Ministry 
for the Colonies is calling for tenders, to be presented by 2nd 
June, 1927, for the supply of various cotton piece-goods in nine 
lots, including khaki drill, union and grey sheetings, indigo 
drill, *‘americani,’’ bleached calico, etc. Local representation 
is essential. British firms in a position to supply British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 4711.) 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


TEXTILE MACHINERY.—An agent in Prague desires to 
secure the representation for Czechoslovakia, on a commission 
basis, of British manufacturers of textile machinery. (Repet: 
tion of Ref. No. 378.) (Ref. No. 529.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

TIN, LEAD, ETC.—The Commercial Secretary at Prague 
reports that the Direction of State Railways is inviting tenders, 
to be presented by 9th June, for the supply and delivery of 
10,000 kgs. of original English tin of standard makes, 20,000 
kgs. of lead., 6,000 kgs. of antimony and 1,000 kgs. phosphor 
copper. Firms desirous of offering British materials can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 4734.) 


GERMANY. 

DYES, PAINTS AND VARNISHES; CHEMICAL PRO- 
DUCTS.—An agent in Duren (Rhineland) desires to represent 
a British manufacturer of the above. (Ref. No. 530.) 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S SUITINGS.—A commission agent 
in Cologne desires to represent a British manufacturer of the 
above for the Rhineland, Bavarian Palatinate and Westphalia. 


(Ref. No. 531.) 


HOLLAND. 

TEXTILES (SILKS, FANCIES, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.). 
CHEMICALS (ACIDS, DYES, SULPHATE OF AMMONIA, 
ETC.), FOODSTUFFS, MERCERY.—bBritish firm in Amster- 
dam, established 1643, wide tropical experience, desires to obtain 
the agency, on a commission basis, of British manufacturers of 
the above. Applicant also desires an agency for other goods. 
(See Ref. No. 533.) (Ref. No. 532.) 

COLONIAL PRODUCE.—British firm in Amsterdam, estab 
lished 1843, sound knowledge of general merchandising, wide 
tropical experience, wishes to act as salesman on behalf of an 
important British overseas concern. Applicant also desires 
agencies for other goods. (See Ref. No. 532.) (Ref. No. 533.) 

HARDWARE, [TRONMONGERY, HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
AND SMALL MACHINERY.—An agent resident in Amster- 
dam, who is on a visit to London for a few weeks, desires to 
secure the representation on a commission basis of British manu- 


turers of the above. (Ref. No. 534.) 


HUNGARY. 


SILK NETS AND ELASTIC GARTER WEBS.—An agent 
in Buda-Pest desires to secure the representation of British 
manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 535.) 


ITALY. 


NON-FERROUS METALS AND FERRO ALLOYS.—An 
Englishman resident in Naples, with considerable engineering 
experience, is desirous of obtaining a general agency for Italy of 
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first-class British firms specialising in the above. (Rei. No, 





NORWAY. 


WHEAT FLOUR.—An agent in Oslo is desirous of securing 
the agency for Norway of British millers of wheat flour. (Ref. 
No. 537. 

BAG CLOTH AND PRINTERS.—An agent in Oslo is desirous 
of securing the agency of British manufacturers of bag cloth and 
printers. (Ref. No. 538.) “Wy | 

LININGS.—A firm of commission agents in Oslo is desirous 
of securing the agency for Norway of British manufacturers cf 
linings, especially striped silesias, sateens and Italian cloth. 
(Ref. No. 539.) y . . 

COCOA BEANS, LIBERIAN COFFEE, SYRUP AND 
BRAZIL NUTS.—An agent in Oslo is desirous of securing the 
representation for Norway of British exporters of cocoa beans, 
Liberian coffee, light fine syrup and shelled Brazil nuts. (Appli- 
cant also desires agencies for other goods.) (See Ref. No. 541.) 
(Ref. No. 540.) 

GUM ARABIC AND SOLE CREPE RUBBER.—An agent in 
Oslo is desirous of securing the representation for Norway of 
British exporters of gum arabic and sole crepe rubber. Appli- 
cant also desires agencies for other goods. (See Ref. No. 540.) 


(Ref. No. 541.) 


ROUMANIA. 

PALM OIL, TALLOW.—A firm of commission agents, estab- 
lished in Bucharest, desire to obtain the representation of British 
exporters of the above-mentioned goods. (Ref. No. 542.) 


SPAIN. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS AND TOYS.— 
H.M. Consul at Seville reports that an agent in that town is 
desirous of obtaining the representation on a commission basis 
of British manufacturers of the above classes of goods. (Ref. 
No. 543.) 

COFFEE, COCOA, COD FISH AND OTHER COLONIAL 
PRODUCTS.—A commission agent in Madrid wishes to get 
into touch with British firms exporting the above goods, witha 
view to representing them in Spain. (Ref. No. 544.) 


SWEDEN. 

LINOLEUMS AND BOOKBINDING LEATHERS.—An agent 
in Stockholm is desirous of securing the representation of British 
manufacturers of linoleums and book-binding leathers. (Ref. 
No. 545.) 

DESICCATED COCONUT.—An _ agent in Gothenburg 
desires to obtain the representation of British exporters of the 
above-mentioned goods. (Ref. No. 546.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
AFRICA. 





TUNIS. 


TEA.—An agent established in Tunis desires to obtain the 
representation of British exporters of tea. (Ref. No. 547.) 


NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 


TAILORS" MATERIALS, CLOTHS, ETC.—A firm of 


| agents, established in Cairo, desires to obtain the representation 


fr Egypt of British manufacturers of the above-mentioned 

goods. (Ref. No. 548. ) 

CAST IRON AND STEEL WATER PIPES.—A firm of 

contractors established in Alexandria desires to obtain the repre- 

gntation for Egypt and the Sudan of a British manufacturer 

of cast iron and steel pipes for water mains. (Ref. No. 549.) 
TENDERS INVITED. 

SUPPLIES FOR WAR DEPARTMENT.—The War Depart- 
ment of the Egyptian Government is prepared to receive tenders 
for the undermentioned supplies :— 

Reference No. Muh. 1927/3/1. 
Tenders due midday, 25rd June, 1927. 
Boots, ankle, with laces— 


Infantry 15,690 pairs. 
Cavalry 860 pairs. 
Spare laces 8,500 pairs. 


Reference No. Muh. 1927/4. 
Tenders due mid-day, 2lst June, 1927. 

Hides, collar _ i .-» 6,430 lbs. 

Hides, bridle 5,640 lbs. 


Basils, unstrained, European, each 140 


Leather buff bridle weight 100 lbs. 
Pig skins sn each 7 
Chamois leather each 146 


Tender forms can be obtained from the Chief Inspecting Engi- 
ner, Egyptian Government, 41, Tothill Street, S.W. 1, where 
patterns are available for inspection. 

Reference numbers should be quoted in all communications on 
the subject. 

Tenders to be delivered to the Chief Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian Government, 41, Tothill Street, London, S.W. 1. 

IRON AND STEEL MATERIALS, METALS, ETC.—The 
Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports that the Ministry of 
Communications, Ports and Lighthouses Administration, Alex- 
andria, are inviting tenders for the supply of their require- 
ments during 1927-28 in respect of iron and steel materials, 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Consinued . 





metals, etc. Tenders will be received at Alexandria until noon 
on 14th June. Local representation is essential. Firms in a 
position to offer British materials can obtain further particulars 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 4723.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


TEXTILES.—A firm in New York are desirous of obtaining 
agencies for British manufacturers of cotton, silk and woollen 
materials suitable for wearing apparel, as well as for household 
purposes, such as draperies, coverings and upholstery. Business 
would be transacted on consignment and commission basis where 
convenient. The firm are prepared to cover the whole of the 
United States, and will act both for manufacturers and through 








export houses (Ref. No. 550.) 
“4 LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA. 


AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—The Commercial Secre- 
tary at Buenos Aires reports that an agent in that city is 
desirous of getting into touch with British manufacturers of 
cutlery, table and cooking or oven glassware, enamelled hollow- 
ware and any proprietory or other articles for domestic clean- 
ing and polishing, with a view to their representation on a 
commission basis. (Ref. No. 551.) 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British agent estab- 
lished in Santo Domingo City is desirous of getting into toucn 
with British manufacturers or exporters of English and Irish 
diills for tropical suitings, soft goods generally, galvanised iron 
sheets, cast-iron cooking utensils and charcoal stoves, cheap 
ehinaware, lard, soya bean oil, and whisky, with a view to their 
representation on a commission basis. (Ref. No. 552.) 


URUGUAY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CABLES AND ACCESSORIES.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Montevideo reports that tenders are invited by the State Elec- 
tricity Supply Works at that city, and will be received up to 
27th July, for the supply of 44,500 metres of high-tension cables 
for underground installation, formed of electrolytic copper con- 
ductors, paper insulated and sheathed in lead with an armouring 
of steel tape. A copy of the specification and genera! conditions 
of tender (in Spanish) can be inspected by British firms interested 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S8.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 3539.) 





TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES IN LONDON OF THE 
DOMINIONS, COLONIES, ETC. 





Australia, Commonwealth of.— The High Com- 
missioner, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C, 2, 


New South Wales.—The Agent-General, Australia 
House, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

Victoria,—The Agent-General, Melbourne Place, 
Strand, London, W.C, 2. 

Queensland.—The Agent-General, 409, West Strand, 
London, W.C, 2. 

South Australia,— The Agent-General, 
House, Strand, London, W.C, 2. 

Western Australia,— The Agent-General, Savoy 
House, 115-6, Strand, London, W.C, 2. 

Tasmania.—The Agent-General, Australia House, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2. 


British Guiana.—The Government Trade Com- 
missioner for British Guiana, 9, Tothill Street, 
London, S.W, 1. 


British India. —The Trade Commissioner, 42, Grosvenor 
Gardens, London, S.W. 1. 


British West Indies.—The West India Committee, 14, 
Trinity Square, London, E.C. 3. 


Canada, Dominion of.—The High Commissioner for 
Canada and the Canadian Government Trade 
Commissioner, The Canadian Building, Trafalgar 
Square, London, S.W. 1. 


Cyprus.—The Colonial Commission for Cyprus, Avenue 
House, Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C. 2. 


Eastern African Dependencies (Kenya, Uganda, 
Zanzibar, Tanganyika Territory, Nyasaland, 
Northern Rhodesia).—The Commissioner, Trade 
and Information Office, Royal Mail Building, 32, 
Cockspur Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Australia 


Federated Malay States.—Malay States Information 
Agency, 88, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 

Gold Coast.—Commercial Intelligence Bureau, Abbey 
House, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Irish Free State.—The High Commissioner, York 
House, 15, Regent Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Kenya. — The Commissioner, H.M. Eastern African 
Dependencies, 32, Cockspur Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Newfoundland.—The High Commissioner, 58, Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

New Zealand, Dominion of.—The High Commissioner, 
415, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 


Northern Ireland.— Ministry of Commerce (Ulster 
Publicity Branch), 24-5, St. Stephen’s House, 
London, S.W. 1. 

Northern Rhodesia.—The Commissioner, H.M. Eastern 
African Dependencies, 32, Cockspur Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 

Nyasaland.—The Commissioner, H.M. Eastern African 
Dependencies, 32, Cockspur Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

South Africa, Union of.—Secretary, Office of the High 
Commissioner for South Africa, Trafalgar Square, 
London, W.C. 2. 

Southern Rhodesia.—The High Commissioner, Crown 
House, Aldwych, London, W.C. 2. 

Tanganyika Territory.— The Commissioner, H.M. 
Eastern African Dependencies, 32, Cockspur Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 

Uganda.—The Commissioner, H.M. Eastern African 
Dependencies, 32, Cockspur Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


Zanzibar.—The Commissioner, H.M. Eastern African 
Dependencies, 32 Cockspur Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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